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The manner in which this Frag- 
ment is mentioned in the 
Monthly Review for Septem- 
ber , 1794, page 21, as it has 
been an inducement for offer- 
ing this tr (inflation to the 
public, will alfo, infome de- 
gree, apologize for its prefcnt 
title ; which, it is apprehend- 
ed, may appear quaint and 
infcgnificant. 
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ON my return to Courland in 
the year 17.. fume time about 
the Carnival, I vifucd the Prince 
of ....... at Venice. We had 

been acquainted in the 

fervice, and we renewed here an 
intimacy which had been inter- 
rupted by the refloration cfreae?. 

A As 
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As I wifhed to fee the curiofities of 
this city, and as the Prince was 
waiting only for the arrival of 

remittances to return to his native 
.country, he eafily prevailed on 
me not to depart before him. We 
agreed not to feparate during the 

time of our refidence at Venice, 
and the Prince was fo kind as to 
accomodate me at his lodgings at 
the Moor. 

As the fnriall revenues of the 
Prince did not permit him to 
maintain the dignity of his rank, 
he lived at Venice incognito. Two 

noblemen, in whom he had entire 
confidence, compofed all' his reti- 
nue. 
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nue. He ihunned expences how- 
ever, more from inclination than 
economy. He avoided all kinds of 
diverfions, and though he was but 

thirty-five years old, he had refitted 
the numerous attractions of this 
voluptuous city. To the charms 

of the fair fex he was wholly indif- 
ferent. A fettled gravity and a 
profound melancholy were the 
prominent features of his charac- 
ter. His paffions were tranquil, 
butobftinate to excels. He formed 

his attachments with caution and 
timidity, but when once formed 
they were permanent and cordial. 
In the midft of a tumultuous crowd 
he walked alone. Occupied by 

A 2 his 
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his own vificnary ideas, he oftea 

was a ftranger to the world about 
him. Senfible of the deficiency 
of his own judgment, he was api. 

to give an unwarrantable prefer- 
ence to the judgment of others* 
Though far from being weak, no 
man was more liable to be rrovern- 
ed. When conviction, however, had 
once entered his mind, he became 
firm and decifivej equally courage- 
ous to combat an acknowledged 
prejudice, and to die for a new one. 

As he was the third Prince of 
his houfe, he had no expectation 
of acquiring the fovereignty. His 
ambition had never been awakenr 

edj. ' 
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■cdj his paflions had taken another 
turn. He read much, but without 

clilcrimination. As his education 
had been ne^lefled, and as he had 
early entered the career of arms, 
his underftanding had never come 
to maturity. Hence the know- 
ledge he afterwards acquired, 
ferved but to increafe the chaos 
'of his ideas, becaufc it was buile 
-on an unliable foundation. 

Like the reft of his family he 

m 

profcOcd the Protcilant religion, 
becaufc he was born in it. En- 
quiry or invt (Tipation he had never 
-attempted, although atone period 
of his life be had been an enthu- 

liaft, 
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fiaft. It is neceffary to obferve, 
that he had never been a free- 
rnafon. 



One evening, as ufual, we were 
walking byourfelves, well mafked, 
in the fquare of St. Mark. It was 
late, and the crowd was difperfing. 

The Prince obferved a malk which 

followed us every where. This 
mafk was an Arminian, and walked 
alone. We quickened our. fteps, 
and by different turns endeavoured 
to lofe him. It was in vain, the 

mafic was always clofe behind us~. 

— " You have no intrigue here, I 

" hope/' 
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Cf hope," faid the Prince at laft, 
" the hufbands of Venice are dan- 

" gerous." " I do not know 

" a fingle lady i" was my anfvver. 
" — Let us fit down here, and 
" fpeak German, " faid he, " I 
<c fancy we are miftaken for other 
cc perfons." We fat down upon a 
ftone bench, and expected the Ar- 
minian would have paffed by. . He 
came diredtly up to us, and placed 

himfelf clofe by the Prince. The 
latter took out his watch, and 
rifing at the fame time, addrefled 
me thus in French : " It is palt 
fc nine. Come, we forget that 
"we are waited for at tie Louvre'' 
This was only a pretence to de- 
ceive 
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ceive the Arminian. — " Nine V 9 

repeated the latter, in a flow and 

expreffive voice, ff Congratulate 

cc yourfclf, my Prince;" (calling 
him by his real name) " he died 

<c at nine." In faying this he 
arofe and went away. 

We looked at each other in a- 
mazement.^— " Who is dead r" 
faid at laft the Prince, after a long 

filence. — cf Let us follow him," re- 
plied I, " and afk for an explana- 
tion." We fearched every coiner of 
the place; the mafi; was no more to 

be found. We returned to our 
Hotel in difjppointmcnt.. Tiie 
Trincc did not fpeal; a word to mc 

all 
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all the way. He walked on at a 
Jittle diftance by himfelf, and as 
■he told me afterwards, the con- 
flict within him was violent. » 

Having reached home he begin at 
length to fpeak : fC It is laugha- 
" ble," faid he, " that a madman 

ts (ho 11 Id have the power of dif- 
" turbing a man's tranquillity by 
Cf two words," We wifhed each 
other a good nighc, and when in 

my own apartment, I noted down 
in.cny'pccket-bookjthe day and the 
hotife.'jyhen this adventure hap. 
.pened* . It Was on aThuriliay. 

The next evening the Prince 
. faid to me : cc Will you go with 

"mc 
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<c me to the Square of St. Mark, 
cc and feek for our myfterious Ar- 
€C minian? I long to fee this co- 
" medy unravelled." I confented. 
We walked in the place till eleven. 
The Arminian was no where to be^ 

feen. We repeated our walk the 
four following nights, and every 

time with the fame fuccefs. 

On the fixth evening as we went 
out of the Hotel, whether defigni* 
edly or otherwife I cannot recol- 
left, I told the fervants where we 
might be found in cafe we lhould 

be aiked for. The Prince re- 
marked my precaution, and appro- 
ved of it with a fmile. We found 

the- 
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the place very much crowded.-— 

Scarcely had we advanced thirty 
fteps, when I perceived the Ar- 
minian, who was endeavouring to 
prefs through the crowd, and 
feemed to feek for fome perfon. 
We were juft approaching him, 
when Baron F...*., one of the 
Prince's retinue, came up to us 
quite breathlefs, and gave the 
Prince a letter : " It is fealed with 
" black," faid he, " we iuppofed 
" from this, that it contained 
" matters of importance." I was 
(truck as with a thunderbolt. The 
Prince went near a torch and be- 
gan to read. " My coufin is 

" dead- !" exclaimed he. 

" When 
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". When ?" faid I, quickly inter- 
rupting him. He looked again 
into the letter. " Laft Thurfday 



" night at nine." 



We had not recovered from our 
furprize when the Arminian flood 
before us. " You are known here, 
" my Prince !" faid he. " Haf- 
" tcti to your Hotel. You will 

Cf find there the Deputies of the 
" Senate. Do not hefitate to ac- 
" cept the honour they intend to 
Cf offer you. Baron F... forgot 
" to tell you that your remittances 
cc are arrived." — He difappeared 
among the crowd. 



We 



• THE GHOST-SEER. 13 

We haftencd home, and found 
every thing as the Arminian had 
told us. Three noblemen of the 
Republic were waiting to pay their 
refpcfts to the Prince, and to at- 
tend him to the Aflrmbly, where 
the firft nobility of the city were 
ready to receive him. He had 
hardly ah- opportunity of giving 

me a hint to be on the watch. 

About eleven o'clock at ni^ht 
lie returned. On entering the 
room he appeared grave and 
thoughtful. He took me by the 
hand, and having difmifled the 
fcrvants : " Count," fiid he, in the 
words of Hamlet: 

« «« There 



€€ 
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*« There are more things in heav'n and earth, 
« Than are dreamt of in your philofophy." 

€C You feem to forget, my 
* c Prince," replied I, cc that you 
are going to bed a great deal 
richer in profped." The de- 
ceafed was the hereditary Prince, 

* 

" Do not mention it •," faid the 
Prince, " If I (hould even have 
<f acquired a crown, I am now 
<f too much engaged to think of 
" fuch a trifle. If this Arminian 

" has not merely guefled by 
cc chance——- 

cc How can that be, my 
cf Prince ?" interrupted I. — 

« I 
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" I refign all my hopes of roy- 
« airy for a Monk's habit'" — 

I have mentioned this purpofely 
to fliew how far every ambitious 
idea was then diftant from his 
thoughts. 

The next evening we went 
fooner than common to the Square 
of St. Mark. A ftidden fhower of 
rain obliged us to enter a Coffee- 
houfc, where we found a party en- 
gaged at cards. The Prince took 
his place behind the chair of a 
Spaniard to obferve the game. I 
went into an adjacent chamber to 

-read the newfpapers. I was foon 

difturbed 
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difturbed by a noife in the card- 
room. Previous to the entrance 

of the Prince, the Spaniard had 
been constantly lofing, but fince 
that he had been regularly win- 
ning.. The fortune of the game 
was reverfed in a linking manner, 
and the Bank was in danger of be- 
ing challenged by the pointeur, 
who fince this fudden change had 
become more adventurous. The 
Venetian who kept the Bank, ad- 
drefling the Prince in a very rude 
manner, told him that his prefence 
interrupted the fortune of the 
game, and that he ought toquit the 
table. The latter looked cooly at 
him, remained in his place, and 

prefcrved 
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preferved the fame countenance, 
•when the Venetian repeated his 
demand in French. He thought 
the Prince underftood neither 
French or Italian $ and addrefling 
himfelfwith a contemptuous fneer 
to the company, faid : <c Pray, 
cc Gentlemen, tell me how I mull 
" make myfelf underftood by this 

" fool." At the fame time he 
rofc, and prepared to feize the 

Prince by the arm. Patience for- 
fook the latter. He grafped the 
Venetian with a ftrong arm, and 
threw him violently on the ground. 
The company rofe up in confufion. 
At this noife I haftily entered the 
room, and calling the Prince by 

B hie 
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bis name : €C Take care," faid T 
imprudently ; " we are at Ve- 

cc nice/' The name of Prince, 
caufed a general filence, which 
ended in a whifpering thatfeemed 
to portend fomething very difa- 
greeable. All the Italians who. 

were prefent divided into parties,, 
and went aftde. One after the 
other left the room. We foon 

found ourfelves alone with the 
Spaniard and a few Frenchmen,. 
" You are undone, my Prince,*" 
faid thefe, " if you do not imme- 
* c diately leave the town. The 
cc Venetian whom you have treat- 
€t ed fo cavalierly, is rich enough 
• c to hire a Bravo. It cofts him 

" but 
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w but fifty zechins to fend you« 
" out of the world." The Spa- 
niard offered, for the fecurity of the 
Prince, to go for the watch, and 
to accompany us home. The 
Frenchmen propofed to do the fame.. 
We were (till (landing and con- 
fidering what was to be done,, 
when fome officers of the Inqiii- 
fition entered the room* They 
fhewed us an order of Government, 
which charged us both to follow 

them immediately. We arrived 
under a ftrong efcort at the canal,, 
where a gondola was waiting for 
us. We embarked, and were blind- 
folded before we landed. They 

then led us up a large (lone (lair- 

B 2 cafe. 
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cafe, and through a long turning 
alley over vaults, as I judged from 
. the echoes that refoundedlunderour 
feet. At laft we came to another 
.ftair-cafe, and having defcended 
twenty fix fleps, we entered a fpa- 
cious hall, where they took the 

bandage from our eyes. We found 
ourfelves in a circle of venerable 

old men, all drefled in black. The 
hall was hung round with black, 
and faintly illuminated. The dead 
filence which reigned in the af- 
fembly, ftruck us with horror. One 
,of the old men, probably the firft 
Inquifuor, approached the Prince 
with an awful countenance, and 
laid, at the fame moment (hewing 

him 
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Kim the Venetian, who was juft 
then brought forward; 

" t)o you know this man to be 
" the fame who offended you at 
" the Coffee-houfe ?" 

cc I do;" anfwered the Prince. 
— Theh addrefling the prifoner: 
<c Is this the fame perfon, whom 
" you meant to have aflaffinated 
tc this night r 

The prifoner replied : <c Yes." 

In the fame inftant the circle 

opened, and we faw with horror 

B 3 the 
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the head of the Venetian immedi- 
ately fevered from hrs body.—— 

cc Are you content with thifc 
,<c fatisfa&ion ?" faid the Inqui* 
fitor. The Prince fainted in the 
arms of his attendants- cc Go/' 
added the Inquifitor, turning to 
rne with a terrible voice, " Ge> 
. €€ and in future judge lefs incon- 
iC fiderately of the jufticc ef 
" Venice." m 

An unknown friend, it was evi- 
dent, had thus faved us from in-, 
evitable death, by interpofing in 
our behalf the aftive arm of jus- 
tice, but who it was we could not 

-conjecture. 
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conjecture. Filled with terror wc 
reached our Hotel. It was af- 
ter midnight. The Chamberlain 
Z . . . . ., impatiently waited for 
us at the door. 

c< You did very well to fend us a 
** meffage " faid he to the Prince 
as he lighted us up. " The news 
" which Baron F foon after 

<f brought us refpe&ing you, from 
<c the Square of St. Mark, would 
Cf otherwife have given us the 
<c greateft uneafinefs."— • 



€€ 



I fent you a meffage ? When? 
I know nothing of it."— 

B -4. " Thi* 
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<c This evening after eight, 
a you fent us. word, that we mud: 

(f not be uneafy, if you fhould 
<f come home later than ufual."— r 

The Prince looked at me. — 

* Perhaps you have taken this 
" precaution without mentioning 
€S it to. me?"— « 

I knew nothing of it. 

cc It muft be fo, however," re- 
plied the Chamberlain, " fince 
" here is your repeating watch, 
<c which you fent me as a mark of 

* authenticity ."— 

The 
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The Prince put his hand to his 
pocket, It was empty, and he 

knew the watch to be his own. 

" Who brought, it ?" faid he in 
amazement. — 

fC An unknown mafk in an Ar- 
" minian drefs, who difappearcd 
" immediately ?"— 

We flood looking at each other. 
" What do you think of this?" 

faid the Prince, at laft, after a long 
filence. <f I have a fecret guardian 
" here at Venice." 

The terrifying adventures of this 
night brought on the Prince a fe- 

verc 
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vere fever, which confined him a 
week. During this time our Hotel 
was crowded with Venetians and 
ftrangers, who vifited the Prince 

from a deference to his new- 
ly-difcovered rank. They vied 
with each other in offers of their 
fervices, and it was not a little en- 
tertaining for us toobferve, that 
the laft vifitor feldom failed to 
hint fome fufpicions derogatory to 
the charafterof the preceding one. 
Billets dotnc and arcana poured 
upon us from all quarters. Every 
one endeavoured to recommend 
himfelf in his own way. Our ad- 
venture with the Inquifition was 
<no more mentioned. The Court 

of 
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of - - - - wifhing the Prince to 
delay his departure from Venice 
for fome ti me, orders were fent to 
federal Bankers to pay him con- 
fiderable fums of money. He 
was thus, againft his will, enabled 
to protradt his refidence in Italy ; 
and> at his requeft, I alfo refolved 
to remain fome time longer. 

As foon as the Prince had reco- 
vered ftrength enough to quit hie 

chamber, he was advifed bv his 
Phyfician to take an airing in •* 
gondola upon the Brenta, towhich, 
as the weather was ferene, he 
readily cbnfented. On going in- 
to the boat he miffed the key of 

* 
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a little cheft in which very valua^ 
ble papers were inclofed. We re- 
turned back to fearch for it im* 
mediately. He very diftinttly re- 
membered that he had locked the 
cheft the day before, and he had 
never left the room in the interval: 
As our endeavours to find it pro- 
ved ineffe<5hial, we were obliged 
to relinquifh the fearch in or- 
der to avoid delay. The Prince, 

whofe foul was elevated above 
fufpicion, declared the key to be 
loft, and defired that it might not 
be mentioned any more* 

Our little voyage was exceeds 

ingly agreeable. A pi&urefqus 

country,, 
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-country, which at every winding 
of the river feemed to increafe in 
richnefs and beauty i the ferenity 
-of the iky, which formed a May- 
day in the middle of February ; 
the delightful gardens and elegant 
country-feats which adorned the 
banks of the Brenta* the majeftic 
city of Venice behind us, with its 
Jofty fpires, and a grove of mails, 
rifing as it were out of the waves j 
all this afforded us the moft fplen- 
-did fpeftacle in the world. Wholly 
abandoned to the enchantment of 
nature's luxuriant fcenery, our 
minds fhared the hilarity of the 
day. The Prince himfelf loft. his 
wonted gravity, and vied with us 

in 
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in our fports and diverfions. Ow 
our landing, about two Italian 
miles from the city,- we heard the* 
found of fprightly mufic; it came 

from a fmall village, at a little 
diftance from the Brenta, where 

there was at that time a fair. As. 
we advanced, we faw it crowded 
with company of every defcription. 
A troop of young girls and boys*, 

dreffed in theatrical habits, wel- 
comed us in a pantomimical dance.. 
The figure was entirely new.— 

Animation and grace attended 

their motions. Before the dance 
was concluded, the principal ac- 
trels, who. reprefented a Queen,, 

flopped fuddenly as if arrefted by 

an. 
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an invifible arm. Herfelf and 
thofc around her were motionlefs. 
The mufic ceafcd. The aflembly 
was filent. Not a breath was to 
be heard. The Queen flood with 
her eyes fixed on the ground in a 
deep ftupefa&ion. On a fudden 
fhe ftarted from her reverie, with 
the fury of one infpired, and look- 
ing wildly around her : " A King 

" is among us !" fhe exclaimed, 
taking her crown from her head, 
and laying it at the feet of the 
Prince. Every one prefent caft 
their eyes upon him, and doubt- 
ed for a moment whether there 
was any meaning in this farce ^ 
fo much were they deceived 

< by 
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by the impreffive ferioufnefs of 
the aftrefs. Silence was at laft 
broken by a general clapping of 
the hands, as a mark of appro- 
bation. I looked at the Prince. 
He was not a little difconcerted, 
and endeavoured to efcape the in- 
quifitive eyes of the fpedtators. 
He threw money to the players, 
and haftened out of the company. 

We had advanced but a few 
Heps, when a venerable Monk 
prefling through the crowd, (lopped 
the Prince in his way. " My 

" Lord !" faid he, "give the holy 
* c Virgin part of your gold. 'You. 
* c will want her prayers." He 

uttered 




THE GHOST-SEER. 3? 

uttered thcfe words in a tone of 
voice which (truck us extremely,, 
and difappeared in the throng. 
• 
In the mean time our company 
had increafed. An Englifti Lord, 

whom the Prince had feen before 
at Nice 5 fomc merchants of Leg- 
horn ;. a German Prebendary * a 
French Abbemth, fome Ladies; and 
a Ruffian officer had joined us. 
The phyfiognomy of the latter had 
fomething lb uncommon as to at- 
tract our particular attention. — 
Never in my life did I fee fuch 
various features, and fo little ex- 
preffion; fo much attractive bene- 
volence, and fo much repelling 

C coldnefs 
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coldnefs in the fame face. Each 
paffion feemed, by turns, t& have 

exercifed its ravages on it, and'to 
have left it fucceffively. Nothing 

remained but the calm piercing 
look of a perfon deeply flailed in 
the fcience of man ; but it was 
fuch a look as abaihed every one 

on whom it was dire&ed. This 
extraordinary man followed us at 
3 diftance, apparently taking but 
an indifferent part in all that had 
happened. 

We came to a Mountebank's 

ftage. The ladies tried their for- 
tune. We followed their example. 

The Prince himfelf purchafed a 

ticket* 
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ticket. He won a fnuff-box* I 
faw him turnpale in opening it.-— 
It contained his loft key. 

" .How is this? " faid he to me, 
as we were for a moment alone. 
cc A fuperior power attends me. 

<f Omnifcience furrounds me. An 
€€ invifible Being, that 1 cannot 
t€ efcape, watches over ray ftpps. 
cc I muft feek for the Arminian, 
cc and get information from him." 

* 

The fun was fetting when we 
came to the inn, where a fupper 
had been prepared for us. The 

Prince's name had augmented our 

company to fixteen. Befides the 

C 2 above- 
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and placed himfetf behind the 
chair of the Frenchman. « A 
" few moments ago," faid he, 

" you had the botdnefs to chal- 
" lenge the whole tribe of Ghofts. 
" Would you wi(h to make a trial 
4€ with one of them ?"— 

" I will ; " anfwered the Mbc> 
" if you will take upon you to 
41 introduce one."— 

€€ That I am ready to do/' re- 
plied the Sicilian, turning to us, 
" as foon as thefe ladies and gen- 
tlemen Ihall have left us." — 

cc why 



€€ 
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€C Why only then ?" exclaimed 

.the Englifliman ; « A courageous 
" Gholfc has furely no dread of a. 
" chearful company." 

cc I would not anfwer for the- 
" confequence3 ;" faid the Sici- 
lian. — - 

" For heaven's fake, no !" cried 
the ladies, darting affrighted from 
their chairs. — 

" Call your ghoft," faid the 
Abbi % in a tone of defiance, " but 
t4 warn him before-hand, that he 
" will have to encounter with a 

46 a good blade." Ax the fame 

time 
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time he aflced one of the company 
for a fword. — * 

cc If you preferve the fame in- 
<e tention in his prefcnce," an- 
fwered the Sicilian cooly, cc you 
<{ may then aft as you pleafe." 
And addreffing the Prince: " Your 

cc Highnefs," added he, <c thinks 
cc your key has been in the hands 

<f ofaftrangerj can you conjee- 

xc ture in whofe ?"— 



€C 



No."- 



" Have you no fufpicion ? 



t> 



*<c 



Certainly I have." — 



" Could 
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tc Could you know the perfbn 
<€ if you faw him ?"— 

" Undoubtedly.'"'— 

The Sicilian, throwing back his 
-cloak, took out a looking glafs and 
held it before the Prince. " Is 
" thrs the fame ?"— 

The Prince drew back afto- 
nifhed. 

» 

« c Whom have you feen ?" I 
« faid.— 



« The Arminian." 



The 



is u tne lame pcrion ?" < 
landed the company.— 

*« The fame."— 

A fudden change manifeft 

elf on every face. No m< 

Jghter was to be heard. £ 

es were fixed with currofiry < 
2 Sicilian. 



" Monfuur Ubbi ! The matt, 
grows feriousj" faid the Enj 
iman. « I advife you to thin 
si" retreating."— 
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" The fellow ispoffefled with the 
" devil i" exclaimed the French- 
man, and flew out of the houfe. 
The ladies fcreamed, and haftily 
left the room. The Virtuofo fol- 
lowed them. The German Pre- 
bendary was fnoaring in a chair. 
The Ruffian officer continued in- 
different in his place as before. 

" Perhaps your intention was 
<c only to. make this bravado 
" appear ridiculous ;" faid the 
Prince, after they were gone, " or 
" would you fulfil your promifc 
" With us ?"— 



N. 



c< 



It 
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" It is true;" replied the Si- 
cilian, cc I was but jefting with 
<l the Abbe. I took him at his 
cc word, becaufe I knew very well 
<€ that the coward would not fuf- 
<c fer me to proceed to extremities. 
<c Befides, the matter is too ferious 
" to be trifled with." — 



• • 

cc 



You grant it is in your 



« c power?" 



The Conjurer maintained a long 

filence, and kept his look fixed 
fteadily on the Prince ; as if to ex- 
amine him. 

<c It is in my power/' anfwered 

he at laft. 

The 
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The Prince's curiofity was now 

railed to the highefli pitch. A 
fondnefs for the myfterious had 
ever been his prevailing weaknefs. 
His improved underftanding, and 
a proper courfe of reading, had for 
fome time diffipated every idea of 
this kind ; but the appearance of 
the Arminian had again revived 
them. He went afide with the 
Sicilian, and I heard them in very 
earned converfation. 

Cf You fee in me," faid the 
Prince, " a man who burns with 
Cf impatience to be convinced on 
" this momentous fubjeft. I 
tc would embrace as a benefa&or, 

« I 



46 THE GHOST-S£ER. 

" I would cherifh as my belt 
" friend, him who could diffipate 
cc my doubts, and remove the veil 
4€ from my eyes. Would you ren • 
<c der me this important fervice ?"— 

<f What is your reqiieft ?" re- 
plied the Sicilian, hesitating.- — 

<f I now only beg a fpeefmen 
cc of your art. Let me fee an. 



99 



<€ apparition."— 

" To what will this lead ?" 

" After a more intimate ac- 

cc quaintance with me, you may 

<f be able to judge whether I de- 

Ci ferve a further inftruflion." — 

« 

<c T 
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tc I have the greatefl: efteem for 
* c your Highnefs, my Prince.— 
" The firft fight of you, has bound 
* c me to you for ever. You have 
rc an unlimited command over my 
** power, but " — 

" So you will let me fee an 
* c apparition."— 

Cf But I muft firft be certain 
* c that you do not require it from 
<c mere curiofity. Though the 
* c invifible powers be in fomc de- 
" gree at my command, it is on 
<c this facred condition, that I do 
* c not abufe my empire/'— 



■v> 



ff My 
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" My intentions arc pure-. I 
c< want truth." — 

Thejr left their places, and re- 
moved to a window, where I could 
no longer hear them. The Eng- 
lifh Lord, who had likewife liftened 
to this converfation, took me afide. 
" Your Prince is a generous man.. 
" I am forry for him. I wilt 
cc pledge my falvation that he has 
<c to do with a rafcal."— 

ct Every thing depends on the 
" manner in which the Conjurer 
4C will extricate himfelf from this 
" bufmefs."— 

" Well ! 
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* c W«ll ! The poor fellow is 
" now affe&ing to be delicate. He 

" will not (hew his tricks, unlefs 

* c he hears the found of gold. We 

w are nfne. Let us make a col- 
" Jeftion. That will fubdue him, 

c * and perhaps open the eyes of 
« the Prince."— 

I confented. The Englifhman 
threw fix guineas upon a plate, 
and gathered around. Each of us 

gave fome louis d'ors. The Ruffian 
officer was particularly pleafed with 
our propofal ; he gave a bank note 
of one hundred and fifty zeehins; 

a prodigality which aftonifhed the 
Englifhman. We brought the 

D money 
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money to the Prince. "Be fo< 
« kind/' faid the Rnglifh Lord,. 
w as to prevail on this gentleman 
• c to exhibit to us a fpecimen of 
M his art, and to accept of this 
" fmall token of our giatitude." 
The Prince added a ring of value,. 
and offered the whole to the Sici* 
lian. He hefi tared a few moments,. 
" Gentlemen, ".faid he afterwards/ 
<c I am humbled by this gentro- 

" iky, but I yield to your requtft*. 

u Your wilhes fhall be gr tifted." 
•—At the fame time he rung 
the bell.— ." As for this money," 
continued he, " on which I 
u have no claim for myfelf, per- 
u mit me to fend it to the next 

" monastery, 
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•"' monaftcry, tcybc applied to pi- 
t1 ous ufc*. I (hall only ke<*p this 
lf fing, as a precious memorial of 
** the worth ieft of Princes." 

The Landlord came in; the- 
Sicilian gave him the money. — 
" He is a rafcal no:withftand* 
" ing j" faid. the Engliftiinan, 
whifpering to me. tc He refufes 
iC the. money becaufe at prefent 

'* his defigns are chiefly on th« 
" Prince."— 

cl Whom do you want to fee ?" 
faid the conjurer.— 

The Prince confidered for a, 
moment. " You had better de- 

D2, " mand 



,„«f'- 
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cc mand at once a .great perfon*- 
" age*" faid the Englifhmarr. 
<c Alk for Pope Gangancllu 
« c It can make no difference t* 
" this gentleman." 

The Sicilian bit his lips. « 1 
" dare not call oae of God's 
" anointed." — 

" That is a pity!" replied the 
Englifh 'Lord j " perhaps we 
" might have heard from him 
'" what diforder he died of." 

<c The Marquis ie Laney? 9 be- 
gan the Prince, <c was a French 

* <c .General in the feven years waiu 

"and 
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* c and my mod intimate friend. 
" —Having received a mortal 
" wound in the battle of Haft in* 
u becky he was carried to my tent, 
u where he foon after died in my 
* c arms. In his laft agony he 
cr made a (ign for me to approach. 

cf — Prince, faidhe tome, Ilhalf 
cc never fee my country any more, 
w I muft acquaint you with a fe- 
c * cret known to none but myfelf; 
" In a convent on the frontiers of 

" Flanders lives a He 

" expired. Death cut the thread 
<c of his fpeech. I wi(h to fee my 
**■ friend to hear the remainder," 

u You. 
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"You aflc much;" exclaimed 
the Engliihman with an oath, and 
addrefling the Sicilian ; " I pro- 
€€ claim you the greateft forcerer 
€C on earth, if you can rcfolve this 

fC problem." We admired the 
fagacityof the Prince, and unan- 
imoufly applauded his rcquelt.— 
In the mean time the conjurer was 
haftily waiking about theroom^ 

indecifive, and apparently ftrug- 
gling with himfelf. 

4 

" This was all that the dy- 
* c ing Marquis communicated to 
" you ?" 



* c Nothing more." 



"Did 



THE GHOST SEE*. yj 

fC Did you make no further in- 
<<€ quiries about the matter in his 
u country ?"— 

" I did, but they all proved 
" fruitlefs." 

" Had the Marquis led an irre- 
<c proachable life ? I dare not 
« call every (hade indiftinaiy."— . 

cc He died, repenting the errors 
" of his youth."— 

" Do you carry with you any 
" remembrance of him ?"— 

•c % 



,jp* THE GHOST-SEER. 

« i do." The Prince ha* 

really a fauff-box, with the Map- 
quis's portrait enamelled in mini- 
ature On the lid, which he had 
placed upon the tabie near his plate 
during the time of fupper. 

" I do not want to know what 
* c it is« If you will leave mc 
€€ alone, you fliall fee the des- 
u ceafed."— 

He defired us to pafs into the? 
other pavilion, and wait there till 
he called us. At the fame time 
he caufed all the furniture to be 
removed out of the room, the* 
windows to be taken our,, and the 

fh utters 
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ihuttcrs to be well, bolted. He 

ordered the innkeeper,, with whom 
he appeared to be intimately con*- 

nefted^ to bring a vefiel with 
burning coals, and carefully, to 
4?xtinguifh every fire in the houfe- 

Previous ta our leaving the roonr^ 
be obliged us feparately to pledge 

our honour, that we would main?- 
tain an everlaftjng filence refpeftr 
ing every thing we might fee and 
hear. The doors of the pavilion 
we were in, were bolted behind us 
when we left it. 

It was paft eleven, and a dfcad 
filence reigned in the whole houfe. 
As w« wer« retiring from the 

faloon,, 
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faloon, the Ruffian officer afked 

me, whether we had loaded piftols. 
€€ To what purpofe ?" laid I.— 
i€ They may poffibly be of fome 

« ufe," replied he. " Wait a 
"** moment:. I will provide fome." 
He went away; The Chamber- 
lain Z and I opened a win- 
dow oppofite the pavilion we had 
left. We fancied we heard two 
perfons whifpering to each other, 
and a noife like that of a ladder 
applied to one of the windows. 
This was, however, a mere conjee* 
ture, and I dare not affirm it as 
a fa£k. Half an hour after the 
Ruffian officer came back with a 
brace of piftols. We fow him 

load 



THE GHOST. SEER. 59 

load them with powder and ball. 
It was almoit two o'clock in the 

morning when the conjurer came 
for us. Before we entered the 

room, he dtfired us to take off 
our (hoes, coats, and waiftcoats. 
He bolted the doors after us as 
c before. 

We found in the middle of the 
room a large black circle, drawn 
with charcoal, the fpace within 
which was capable of containing 
us all ten very eafily. The planks 

• of the chamber floor next to the 
wall were tak«*i up, quite round 

the room, fo that the place where 
♦we flood was, as it were, infulated. 

An 



was laid open* together \ 
dead manVikull j and a fil« 
cifix was faftened upon th 
Inftead of wax tapers,. fom< 
of wine were burning in s 
box. A thick fmoke of p 
obfeured the light,, and da 
the room. The conjurer v 
dreffed like us, but bare- 
About his neck he wore an a 

fu 

• Amu lit, is a charm or prefervative 
chief, witchcraft or difeafes. Arooleta were 
metal, fimples, animals, and every thing « 
caprice fuggefted ; and fometimea they corf 
characters and fentences ranged in a particul 

« .J ..J ..•/%««* aKntit tn>. I 



THE GHOST-SEER. 6* 

ilifpended by a chain of man's 
iiair $ round his. middle was a white 
apron, , marked with myfterious 

cyphers and fymbolical figures. 
He defired us to take hold of each 
other's handy and obferve a pro* 
found filcnec. Above all, he or- 
dered us not to aflc the apparition 
any queftion. He defired the 
Englifh Lord and myfelf, whom 

he 



cither part df the bbdy. At ©the* times they were neither 
written nor engraved, but prepared with many fuperftitious 

• ceremonies, great regard being nfually paid to the influence 
of the ftats. The Arabians have given to this f pedes of 
Amulets the name 6f T a lismahts. All rations have 

' been fond of . Amulets. The Jews were extremely 
fuperftitious in the ufe of them to drive away dlfeafer^ 
and even amongft the Chriftians of the early times, Amulets 

- were made of the wood of the Crofs, or ribbands, with « 
textoffcripiuK written in them, as prefervatives againft 

*4ifeafes. 
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he fecmed to miftruft the moft, 
eonftandy to hold two naked 
fwords acrofc, one inch high,, 
above his head, during all. the 

time of the conjuration. We 
Formed a half moon round hrm; 
the Ruffian officer placed himfelf 
clofe to the Englifh Lord, and was 

the neareft to the altar. The coo- 
jurer flood with his face turned to 
the I 4 aft upon the fattin carpet. He 
/prinkled holy water in the direc- 
tion of the four cardinal point* of 
the earth, and bowed three times - 
before the bible. The formulae 
of the conjuration, of which vre 
did n >t unoerftand a word, lafted 

for the fpace of feven or eight- 
minutes.;: 
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minutes'; at the end of which he 
gave a fi 6 n to thofe who flood 

the nearefc behind him, to feize him 
fall by his hair. In the rood vi- 
olent convulfions he thrice called 
the deceafed by his name, and the 
third time he ill etched his hand, 
towards the crucifix. 

On a fuddea we all ft It, at the 

fame inftant , a ilroke as of a flafh 
of lightening, fo powerful, that it 
obliged us to quit each other's 
hands. A terrible thunder fhoolc. 
the houfe. The locks jarred ; the 
doors creaked ; the cover .of the 
filver box fell down, and extin* 
guifhed the lights and oh the op- 

pofue 
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pofite wall, oyer the chimney, ap- 
peared a human figure, in a bloody 
Airt, with the paknefs' of death on 
its countenance. 

" Who calls mef feid a hdl- 
low, and hardly-intelligible voice. 

cc Thy friend," anfwered the 
conjurer, *** who refpedts thy me- 
mory, and prays for thy foul."— ■ 
He named the Prince. 

The anfwers of the apparition 
were given at very long intervals. 



ff What does he want of me ? 
continued the voice. 



n 



%< 



He 
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V He wants to hear the remain- 
u der of a fecret, which thou be- 
ci ganft to impart to him in thy 
" laft moments." 

" In a convent on the frontiers 
" of Flanders lives a — " 

The houfe again trembled ; a 
dreadful thunder rolled -, a flafh of 

lightening illuminated the room ; 
the doors flew open, and another 
human figure, bloody and pale as. 
the firft, but more terrible, ap* 
peared on the threfhold. The 
fpirit in the box began again* to. 
burn by itfclf, and the hall was 
Ligfit as before. 

E « Who 



d6 the ghost, seer. 

« Who is amongd us ?" ex- 
claimed the Conjurer, terrified, and 
calling around a look of horror ; 

cc I did not want Thee."— The 
figure advanced with flow and ma- 
jeftic fteps diredUy up to the altar, 

flood on the fattin carpet over 
againft us, and touched the cru- 
cifix. The firfl figure was no 
more. 

cc Who calls me ?" demanded 

s 

the fecond apparition. 

The Conjurer began to tremble. 
Terror and amazement overpow- 
ered us. I feized a piftol. The 
Sorcerer fnatched it out of my 

hand, 
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lund, and fired it at the appari- 
tion. The ball rolled flowly upon 

the altar, and the figure remained 
"unaltered. The Sorcerer fainted 
away. 

<c What is this ?" exclaimed 
the Englifhman, in aftonifhment. 
He was going to ftrike at the Ghoft 
"with a fwbrd. The figure touched 
his arm, and his weapon fell on 
the ground. Courage forfook us. 

During all this time the Prince 

flood fearlefs and tranquil, his eyes 

fixed on the fecond apparition. 

*" Yes, I know thee," faid he at 

laft, with emotion; " Thou 

E 2 " art 
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€€ art Lanoy. Thou art my friencL 
tc Whence doft thou come ?" 

cc Eternity is mute. Afk me 
cc about my paft life." 

<c I wi(h taknow who it is that 
fC lives in the Convent which thou 

" mentionedft to me in thy laft 
4f moments 2" 



" My Daughter." 

<c How ? Haft thou been a 
" father ?" 

cc Woe is me that I was not 

" fuch an one as I ought to have 

" been." 

" Art: 
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u Art thou not happy, Lanoy?" 



fC 



God has judged. " 



cf Can I render thee any further 
" fcrvice in this world ?' 



i" 



Cf None, but to think of thy- 
" felf." 

" How muft I do it ?" 

" Thou wirft hear at Rome." 

The thunder again rolled ; a 
black cloud of fmoke filled the 
room ; it difperfed, and the figure 
*was no longer vifible. I forced 

open 



cr^n or.e of the window (hatters* 
Ir wis civ break. 

The Ce:v'r-er now recovered 

his l?r/es. " Where are we ? ,r 
zCiicA he, feeirg rhe day light. 
The R;T;-n Officer flood clofe 

behind him, and looking over his 
fhouicer : " Ju j^lsr !" faid he to 

hi:n, w::h auniole countenance; 

Cf thou fha!t no more call a 

" Ghoft." 

The Sicilian turned round, con- 
fidered his face attentively, fcream- 
ed aloud, and threw himfdf at 
his feet. 

We 
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Wc looked all at once at the 
pretended Ruffian. The Prince 
eafily recognized the features of 
the Arminian, and the words he 
was about to utter expired on his 
tongue. Fear and amazement pe- 
trifled us. Silent and motiorilefs,. 
our eyes were fixed on this myfte- 
rious being, who beheld us with 
a calm but penetrating look of 
grandeur and fuperiority. A mi- 
nute elapfed in this awful filence, 
another fucceeded 5 not a breath 
was to be heard.. 

A violent knocking at the door 
drew us at laft out of this ftopc- 
fodlion. The door fell in pieces 

into 
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into the room, and a bailiff, with 
the watch, immediately entered. 
" Here they are, all together !" 
faid he to his followers — Then 

addrefling himfelf to us — " In the 
" name of the Senate," continued 
he, " I arreft you/' We were 
furrounded before we had time to 
recoiled ourfelves. The Ruffian 
Officer, whom I fhall again call 
the Arminian, took the Bailiff 
afide, and, notwithftanding the 
confufion I was in, I obferved him 
whifpering to the latter, and (hew- 
ing him a written paper. The 
Bailiff, bowing refpe£tfully, im- 
mediately quitted him, turned 
to us, and taking off his hat, 

faid z 



\ 
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rfaid : <c Gentlemen, I humbly beg 
" your pardon for having con- 

" founded you with this villain, 

. " I (hall not enquire who you are, 

" as this gentleman allures me 

"you are men of honour." At 

the fame time he gave his com- 
panions align to leave us atliberty. 

He -ordered the Sicilian to be 

bound and guarded. <c The fel- 

cc low is well known," added he> 

" we have been ftarching for him 
ff thefe feven months." 

The wretched Conj nrer was now 
.become a real objedt of pity. The 
terror caufed by the fecond ap- 
parition, and by this unexpefted 

arreft. 
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arreft, had together overpowered 
his ienfes. Helpleis as a chiKi, he 
foffered himfelf to be bound with- 
out refiftance. His eyes were wide- 
open and immoveable ; his face 
pale as death. Not a word efcaped 
his quivering lips. Every moment 
we thought. he was falling into 
convulfions. The Prince was 
moved by the fituation in which 
he faw him. He difcovered his 

rank to the Bailiff, and intrea ed 
him to grant the Conjurer his li- 
berty. " You do not know, my 
« Prince," faid the Bailiff, " for 
" whom your Highnefs is fo gc- 
u neroufly interceding. The jug- 
•* gling tricks by which he en- 

" deavoured 
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fc deavoured to deceive you, are 
#f the lead of his crimes. We 
" have fecured his accomplices ; 
t€ they depofe terrible fa&s againft 
€C him. He may thrtlk himfelf 
<c happy if he is only punifhed 
* c with the galleys." 

In the mean time we faw the Inn- 
keeper and his family tied together 
and led through the yard. " He 
4f .too, ?" faid the Prince, cc and 

<c what is his crime ?" r< He 

" has concealed the Sicilian, and 
c< atted as his accomplice j" an- 
fwered the Bailiff. " He aflifted 
" him in his deceptions .and rob- 
" beries, and tliared the booty 
" with him. Your Highnefs (hall 

" be 
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*' be convinced of it prefently," 
Then, turning to his companions* 
he ordered them to fearch the 

houfe, and to bring him whatever 
they might find. 

• 

The Prince looked for the Ar- 
minian, but he had difappeared. 
In the confufion occafioned by the 
arrival of the watch, he had found 

means to ftcal away unperceived. 
The Prince was inconfolable. He 
declared he would fend all his fer- 
vants, he would go himfelf in 
fearch of this myfterious man. 
He wifhed to have me along with 
liim. I looked out of the win- 
dow 5 the houfe was furrounded 

by 
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by a great number of people, who 
had aflembled from curiofity, 
en hearing of this event. It was 
inppoffible to get through the 
crowd. I reprefented to the Prince, 
that if it was the Arminian's feri- 
ous intention to conceal himfeljf 
ftom us, he was fo well acquainted 
with the means of doing it, that all 
our enquiries would prove fruitlefs. 

cc Let us rather remain here a lit- 
" tJe longer," added I. 4C This 
cf Bailiff, to whom, if I am not 
€€ miftaken, he has difcovered 
4C himfelf, may perhaps give us a 
cc more particular account of 

« him." 



At 
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At the fame time we recollected 
that we were rtill undrefled. We 
went to the othey paviliop and put 
on our clothes in hafte. When we 
came back, they had finifhed the 
fearching of the houfe. 

The altar having been removed* 

and the boards of the floor taken 

up, a fpacious vault was difco- 

vered. It was fo high that a man 
might fit upright in it with eafe> 

and was feparated from the cave 
by a fecret door and a narrow ftair 
cafe. In this vault they found an 
ele&rical machine, a clock, and a 
little filver bell, which, as well as 
the ele&rical machine, had a com- 
munication 
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ITHinication with the altar and the 
•crucifix that was faftened upon it. 
A hole had been made in the win- 
dow fhurter, oppofirethe chimney^ 
which opened and (hut with a 
Aide. In this hole, as we learnt 

afterwards, was fixed a magic lan- 
thorn, from which the figure of 
the Ghoft had been refle&ed on 
the oppofite wall, over the chim- 
ney. l rom the garret and the cave 
they brought feveral drums, to 
which large leaden bullets were 
fattened by ttrings 5 thelc had 

probably been ufed to imitate the 
roaring of thunder which we had 
heard. 



In 
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/ 

In fearching the Sicilian's clothes 

they found in a cafe different pow- 
ders, genuine mercury in vials and 
boxes, phofphorous in. a glafs bot- 
tle, and a ring, which we imme- 
diately knew to be magnetic, be- 
caufe it adhered to a fteel button 
that had been placed near to it by 
accident. In his coat pockets was 
a rofary, a Jew's beard, a dagger,, 
and a brace of pocket-piftols. 
cc Let us fee whether they are 
" loaded," faid one of the watch, 
and fired up the chimney. 

" Q God !".. cried a hollow 
voice, which we knew to be the 
fame as that of the firft appari- 
tion,. 
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tion, and at the fame irritant we be- 
held a perfon tumbling down the 
rhimney, all covered with blood. 
<c What ? not yet at reft, poor 

«• Ghoft?" cried the Englifhman, 
while we ftarted back affrighted. 
<c Go to thy grave. Thou haft 
* c appeared what thou waft not, 
* f and now thou wilt be what thou 
cc haft appeared." 

<f O ! I am wounded," re- 
plied the man rn the chimney. 
The ball had fra&ured his right 
leg. Care was immediately taken 
to have the wound drefled. 

<c But who art thou/* faid the 

F Englifh 
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Englifh Lord, " and what evH 
<f fpirit brought thee here ?" 

u I am a poor Monk," anfwer- 
cd the wounded man j u a ftranger 

<c gave me a zechin to ~ " 



4f Repeat a fpeech. And why 
<c didft thou not withdraw imme- 
" diately?"— 

" I was waiting for* a fignal to 
" continue my: fpeech, as had been 
cc agreed on between us, but as 
u this fignal was not given, I was 
<c ende.avouring to get away, when 
" I found the ladder had been re- 
" moved. "— 

i * 

And 
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" And what was the formula 



ce he taught thee ?" 



The wounded man fainted a>- 
way j nothing more could be got 

from him. In the mean time the 
Prince addrefied the leader of the 

watch i giving him at the fame 
time fome pieces of gold : <c You 
" have refcued us/' faid he,. 
" from the hands of a villain, and 
cc done us juftice even without 
knowing us j, would you increafe 
our gratitude by telling us, 
who was the ftranger that, by 
cc fpeaking only a few words, was 
cx able to procure us our liberty?'* 



it 

<c 
it 



F 2 " Whom 



\ 
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" Whom do you mean ?" afked 
the Bailiff, with a countenance 
which plainly fhewed that the 
queftion was ufelefs* 

* 

€€ The Gentleman in a Ruffian 
<c uniform, who took you afide, 
" fhewed. you a written paper, and 
" whifpered a few words, in con- 
€C fequence of which you immedi- 
€C ately fet us free." 

» 

<c Do -not you know the Gentle- 
** man ? Was not he one of your 

<c company ?" 

cf No, and I have very ifflpor- 
cc tant reafons for wifhing to be 
** c acquainted withlnm/' 
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cc I know no more of him my- 
" felf. Even his name is un- 
" known to me. I faw him to- 

<c day for the firft time in my 
" life/' 

cc What? And was he able in fo 
€€ (hort a time, and by ufing only 
• c a few words, to convince you 
<c that himfelf and us all were 
" innocent?" 

ft Undoubtedly, with a Gngle 
" word."— 

" And this was ? — I confefs I 
" wifh to know it," 

<c This ftrangcr, my Prince P' 

(weighing 
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(weighing the zechins in his hand :) 
" You have been too generous for 

** me to make it any longer a my- 
" Aery ; this ftranger is an Officer 

€€ of the InquiGtion." 



" Of the Inquifition ? This 
" man ?" 

" Nothing elfe, my Prince. I 
<c was convinced of it by the pa- 
per which he fhewed to me." 



<r 



! " This man, did you fay ? That 

<c cannot be." 

i 

cc I will tell you more, my 
* k Prince It was upon his infor- 

" mation 
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** mation that I have been fent 
€e here to arreft the Conjurer." 



We looked at each other in 
the utmoft aftonifhment. 

" Now we know/' faidthe Eng- 
K(h Lord, cf why the poor devil 
" of a Sorcerer ftarted when he 
cc came near his face. He knew 
<c him to be a fpy, and for this only 

" reafon ...;.." 

t 

" No !" interrupted the 
Prince. cc This man is what* 
fC ever he wifhes to be, and what- 
c * ever the moment requires him 
<f to be. No mortal ever knew 
H€ what he really was. Did not 

cc you 
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4 5 you fee the knees of the Sicilian 
," fink under him, when he faid, 
" with a terrible voice: Thou fhak 
€€ no more call a Ghoft. Therels 
€€ fomething inexplicable in this 

cc matter. No perfbn can perfuade ' 
<c me that one man (hould be thus 
<c alarmed at the fight of another." 

<c The Conjurer will probably 

* explain it the bed/* faid the 
Englifh Lord, " if -that Gentle- 
<c man," pointing to the Bailiff, 
"will procure lis an opportunity 
€€ of fpeaking to his prifoner/"* 

The Bailiff confented to it, and 
having agreed with the Englifhman 

to 
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to vifk the Sicilian in the morn- 
ing, we returned to Venice.* 

Lord Seymour (this was the 
name of the Englilhman) called 
upon us very early in the forenoon, 
and was foon after followed by a 
perfon whom the Bailiff had in- 
truded with the care of conducting 
us to the prifon. I forgot to men- 
tion that one of the Prince's do- 

medics, 

* Count O , whofe narrative I have thus far 

literally copied, defer ibes minutely the various effects 
of this adventure upon the mind of the Prince, and 6f 
his companions, and recounts a variety of tales of appa- 
ritions, which this event gave occaflon to introduce. I 
fhall omit giving them to the reader, on the fuppofirjon 
that he is as curidus as myfelf to know the concluiion of 
the adventure, and its effedts on the conduct of the Prince. 
1 fhall only add, that the Prince got no deep the remain* 
der of the night, and that he waited with impatience for 
the moment which was to difclofe this incomprehenfiblt 
royftcry. Note of the Ctrman Editor. 
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medics, a native of Bremen, \?ho 
had ferved him many years with 
the Itri&eft fidelity, and who pof- 
fefled his confidence, had been 

miffing for feveral days. Whether 
he had met with any accident ; 
whether he had been kidnapped, 
or had voluntarily abfented him- 
felf, was a fecret to every one. 
The laft fuppofition was extremely 
improbable, as his conduct had 
always been regular and irre- 
proachable. All that his compa- 
nions could recoiled, was, that he 
had been for fome time very me- 
lancholy, and that whenever he 
had a moment's leifure, he ufed to 
vifit a certain monaftery in the 

Giudecc&t 
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Giudecca, where he had formed an 
acquaintance with fome monks. 
This induced us to fuppofe that he 
might have fallen into the hands 
of the Priefts, and had been per- 
fuaded to turn Catholick; The 
Prince was very tolerant, or rather 
indifferent about matters of this 

kind, and the few enquiries he 
caufed to be made proving unfuc- 
cefsful, he gave up the fearch. 
He, however, regretted the lofs of 
this man, who had conftantly at- 
tended him in his campaigns, had 
always been faithfully attached to 
him, and whom it was therefore 
difficult to replace in a foreign 
•country. The very fame day the 

Prince's 
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Prince's banker, whom he had 
commiffioned to provide him with 

another fervant, came at the mo- 
ment we were going outi He 
prefented to the Prince a well dref- 
fcd man> of a good appearance* a- 
bout forty years of age, who had 
been for a long time fecretary to 
a Procurator, fpoke French, and a 
little German, and was befides fur- 
nilhed with the beft recommenda- 
tions. The Prince was pleafed 
with the man's phyfiognomy, and 
as he. declared that he would be 
fatisfied with fuch wages as his 
fervice Ihould be found to merit, 
the Prince engaged him immedi- 
ately. 

We 



V. 
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We found the Sicilian in a pri- 
vate prifon, where, as the Bailiff 
-affured us, he had been lodged for 
the prefent, to accommodate the 
Prince, as he was to be confined 
in future under the lead roofs, to 
which there is no accefs. Thefe 
lead roofs are the moll terrible 
dungeons in Venice. They are 
fituated. on the top of the Palace 
of St. Mark, and the miferable cri- 
minals fufferfo exceflively from the 
heat of the leads, occafioned by 
the burning rays of the fun de- 
fending dire&ly upon them, that 
they frequently turn mad. The 
Sicilian had recovered from his 
terror, and rofe refpeftfully at the 

fight 
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fight of the Prince. He had fet- 
ters on one hand and one leg, but 
he was able to walk about the 
room at liberty. The keeper left 
the prifon, as foon as we had enr- 
tered. 

cc I come," faid the Prince, 
cc to requeft an explanation of you 
u on two fubjedfo. You owe me 
cf the one, and it fhall not be to 
" your difadvantage if you grant 
M me the other.."—* 

" My part is now afted," re- 
plied the Sicilian, " my deftiny 
" is in your hands." — 

" Your 




u 
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Your fincerity alone Can foften 



a 



its rigour."-— 



cc Speak, my Prince, I am ready 
" to anfwer you, 1 have nothing, 

cc now to lofe." — 

<c You fhewed me the face of the 
" Arminian in a looking-glafs.. 

<f How was it done ? — 

cc What you faw was no look- 
cc ing-glafs. A portrait in paf- 
<f tel behind a glafs, reprefent- 
" ing a man in an Arminian drefs, 
<f deceived you. The want of 
<c light, your aftonifhment, and 
" my own dexterity, favoured the 

cc de- 
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cc deception. The pi&ure itfelf 
" muft have been found among 
<c the other things feized at the 
inn.' 



<c : — » 



<c But how came you fo well 
,c acquainted with my ideas, as 
cc to hit upon the Arminian ?" — 

cc This was not difficult, my 
cc Prince. You have frequently 
<c mentioned your adventure with 
<c the Arminian at table, in pre- 
cc fenceof your domeftics. One of 

* c my fervants got accidentally ac- 
<c quainted with one of your's, in 
<c the Giudtcca> and learned from 

** him gradually as much as I 

" wifhed 
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** wifhed to know. By this means 
«* alfo, I received the firft infor- 

" mation of your refidence, and 
<f of your adventures at Venice; 
** and I refolved immediately to 
c< profit by them. You fee, my 
Ci Prince, I am fincere. I was 
" apprized of your intended cx- 
<c curfion on the Brent a. I was 

c< prepared for it, and a key that 
Cf dropped by chance from your 
" pocket, afforded me the firft 
Cf opportunity of trying my art 
cc upon you."— 

" How ! Have I been mif- 
" taken ? The adventure of the 
4t key was then a trick of yours, 

G « and 
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K and not of the Arminian ? You 
" fay this key fell from my 
« pocket?"— 

cc You accidentally dropped it 
<c in taking out your purfe, and 
< c I feized a moment when no 
" perfon was obferving me, to 
cover it with my foot. An in- 
telligence fubfifted between my- 
" felf and the perfon of whom you 
<f bought the lottery-ticket. He 
cc caufed you to, draw it from a 
<c box where there was no blank, 

" and the key had heen in the 
" fnuff-box long before it came 

cc into your pofTeffion."— — 

* 

« i 
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" I underftand you. And the 
" monk who flopped me in my 
" way, and addrefled me in a . 
fc manner fo folemn, "-— - 

" Was the fame, who, I hear, , 
<c has been wounded in the chim- 
" ney. He is one of my accom- 
<c plices, and under that difguife 
" has rendered me many impor- 
<c tant fervices."— - 

" But what purpofe was this 
" intended to anfwer ?" — 

" To render you thoughtful; . 
" to infpire you with fuch a train 
" of ideas- as fhould be favourable 

G 2 " to 
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€€ to the wonders I intended to 
• c make you believe."-— 

€€ The pantomimical dance, 
€t which ended in a manner fo ex- 
€t traordinary, was at lead none of 
€€ your contrivance ?" — 



€€ 
€€ 
€€ 



I had taught the girl who 
reprefented the Queen. Her 
performance was the refult of 
u my inftrudlions. I fuppofed 
t€ your Highnefs would not be a 
" little aftoniflied to find yourfelf 

"known in this place, and (I in- 
<c treat your pardon, my Prince) 

u your adventure with the Ar- 
minian gave room for me to 

hope 



««c 
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cc hope that you were already- dif- 
" pofed to rejeft natural interpre- 
" tations, and to fearch for the 
cc marvellous. "— 

<; Indeed," exclaimed the 
Prince, at once angry and amazed, 

and calling upon me a fignificant 

looks " Indeed, I did not expedt 

" this." (•) 

€C Bur, 

(*) Neither did probably the greateft number of my 
readers. The circumftanceof the crown depofited at the 
feet of the Prince, in a manner fo folemn and unexpected, 
and the former prediction of the Arminian, feem fo na- 
turally and fo obvioufly to aim at the fame object, that 
at the fit ft reading of thefe memoirs I immediately re- 
membered the deceitful fpeechof the Witches in Macbeth : 

" Hail to thee Thane of Glamis ! 

" All hail Macbeth ! that (hall be King hereafter I" 

When a particular idea has once entered the mind in * 
folemn and extraordinary manner, it ncccflarily connects 

with 



i 
. €€ 
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€€ But," faid the Prince again, 
after a long filence, cc how did 

you produce the figure that ap- 
peared on the wall over the 
€ [ chimney ?"— - 

1 <c By means of a magic lam- 
€C tern that was fixed in the oppo- 

<c fite window ftiutter, in which 
* c you have undoubtedly obferved 
c . f an opening." 



cc And how did it happen that 
" none of us perceived the lan- 
• c tern ?" afked Lord Seymour.— 

with itfelf every fubfequent idea which fcems to hare the 
-leaft affinity to it. 

Note of the German Editor. 
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<c You remember, my Lord, 

* f that on your re-entering the 
<f room, it was darkened by a 
u thick fmoke of perfume. I ufed 
" likewife the precaution to place 

Cf upright againft the wall near 
" the window, the boards which 
<c had been taken up from the 
c< floor. By thefe means I pre- 
vented the fhutter from coming 

immediately under your fight.. 
cc Moreover the lantern remained 
cc covered until you had taken 

<c your places, and until there was 
" no further reafon to apprehend 
u any examination from the per- 
u fons in the falloon."f— — 



iC 

cr 



c< 



As 
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€€ As I looked out of the win- 
fC dow in the other pavilion," faid 
I, u I heard a noife like that of a 
* c perfon placing a ladder againft 
" the fide of the houfe. Was it 
" really fo ?" 

cc Yes ; my afliftant flood upon 
" this ladder to diredl the magic- 
" lantern."— 

cf The apparition," continued 
the Prince, " had really a fuper- 
" ficial likenefs to my deceafed 
Cf friend, and what was particularly 
" linking, his hair, which was of 
" a very light colour, was exadlly 
i€ imitated. Was this . mere 

€< chance, 
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cc chance, or how did you come 
" by fuch a refemblance ?— 

" Your Highnefs muft recol- 

Cf left, that you had at table a 

<f fnuff-box laid by your plate, 

<c with an enamelled portrait of an 

€C officer in a French uniform. I 

cc afked whether you had any thing 

" about you as a memorial of your 

" friend. Your Highnefs anfwered 

" in the affirmative. I conjec- 

" tured it might be the box. I 

ct had attentively confidered the 

cf pidlure during fupper, and be- 

" ing very expert in drawing, and 

" not lefs happy in taking like- 

" nefles, I had no difficulty in 

" giving 
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u givihg to my fhade the fuperfi- 
" cial reiemblaftce you have per- 
€C ceived, the more fo as the 

cc Marquis's features are* very 

« ftriking."— 

<€ But the figure feemed to 
* c move?"— 

" It appeared fo, yet it was 
Cf not the figure, but the fmoke 
<c which received its light."— . 

s 

cc And the man who fell down 

^ c in the chimney fpoke for the 
xc apparition ?"— 

" He did."— 

" But 



<€ 
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" But he could not hear your 
qucftions diftin&ly."-— 



" There was no occafion for it. 

<c You recollefl: my Prince, that 
" I ordered you all very ftri&ly 
<c not to propofe any queftion 
<f yourfelves. My enquiries and. 
<c his anfwers were pre -con- 
iC certed between us; and that 
cc no miftake might happen, I 
" caufed him to fpeak at long 

<f intervals, which he counted by 
cc the beating of a watch." — 






You ordered the innkeeper 
carefully to extinguifli every 

<€ fire in the houfe, with water j 

" -this 
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cc this was* undoubtedly ... ... ." 



" To fave the man in the chim- 
" ney from the danger of being 
« fmothered ; becaufe the chim- 
u nies in the houfe communi- 
Cf cate with each other, and I did 
" not think myfelf very fecure 
€c from your retinue." — 

" How did it happen/' afkecf 
Lord Seymour, " that your ghoft 1 
cf appeared neither fooner nor 

" later than you wifhed him ?" — 

" The ghoft was in the room 
iC for fome time before I called 
<c him, but while the room 

" was 
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* c was lighted, the fhadewas too 
" faint to be perceived. When 

Cf the formula of the copjuration 
€C was finifhed, I caufed the cover 
u of the box, in which the fpiric 
cf was burning,, to drop down; the 
" falloon was darkened, and it was 

€C not till then that the figure on 
cc the wall could be diftindly 
" feen, although it had been re- 
<€ flexed -there a confiderable time 
« before."— 

cc When the ghoft appeared, we 

** all felt an eleftrical ftroke. How 
was that managed ?"■— 



€€ 



€€ 



You 
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" You have difcovered the ma- 
< c chine under the altar. You 
*< have alfo feen, that I was ftand- 
* c ing upon a fiik carpet. I or- 
v dered you to form a half moon 
" around me, . and to take each 
<c other's hand. When die crifis 
'< approached, I gave a fign to 
u one of you to feize me by the 

" hair. The filver crucifix was 

< c the co&du&or, a,nd you felt the 
" eleftrical ftrokewhen 1 touched 
" it with my hand." — 

cc You ordered us, Count 
" O ..... . and myfelf," conti- 
nued Lord Seymour, " to hold 

<* two naked fwords acrofs over 

,c your 
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cf your head, during the whole 
" time of the conjurations for 
what purpofe?" — 



<c 



" For no other than to engage 
" your attention during the ope- 

fC rations becaufc I diftrufted you 
" two the mod. You remember, 
<c that I exprefsly commanded you 
" to hold the fword one inch 
" above my head ; by confining 
" you exa&ly to this diftance, \ 
<f prevented you from looking 
" where I did not wi(h you. I 
" had not then perceived my prin- 
^ cipal enemy,"-— 



cc 



I 
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c< I own you adted cautioufly ; 
«* but why were w^ obliged to 
" appear undreffed ?" — 

€€ Merely to give a greater fa- 
" lemnity to the fcene,.and to fill 
** your imaginations with the idea 
c< of fomeching extraordinary."— 

tc The fecond apparition pre- 
u vented your ghoft from fpeak- 
fC ingj" faid the Prince, " What 
cc fhould we have learnt from 
« him ?"— 

" Nearly the fame as what you 
u heard afterwards. It was not 
u without defign that I afked your 

" Highnefs 



\ 



THE GHOST-SEER. 1 13 

M Highnefs whether you had told 
u me every thing that the deceafed 
" communicated to you, and whe- 

u ther you had made any further 
" enquiries on this fubjedt in his 

<f country. I thought this was 
cc neceflary, in order to prevent 
" the depofition of the ghoft from 
" being contradiiled by fails that 
" yc*i were previoufly acquainted 
" with.. Knowing likewife that 
<c every man,efpecially in hisyouth, 

" is liable to error, I enquired whe- 

<: ther the life of your friend had 

" been irreproachable, and on 

" your anfwer I founded that of 

Cf the ghofc."— 

H " Your 



ltancc OI wnicnjL require iuuic 
1 explication."— - 

" If it be in my power, and 



»* 



€i No conditions! Juftice, in 
c whofe hands you now are, might 
* perhaps not interrogate you 
; « with fo much delicacy. Who 
" was the man at whofe feet we 
" faw you. fall? What do you 
" know of him ? How did you 
" get acquainted with him ? And 

« what 
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tc what do you know of the fccond 



fc 



2»> 



apparition r 



c * Yotir Highnefs 



>j 



<c On looking at the Ruffiaft 

<€ officer attentively, you fcream- 
" ed aloud> and fell on your 

" knees before him. What are 

" we to underftand by that J"-*- 

a This man, my Prince, '* 

He flopped, grew vifibly perplex* 
ed, and with an embarrafled coun- 
tenance, looked around him.—* 
cc Yes, my Prince, by all that 

* c is facrcd, this man is a terrible 
cc being."— 

H 2 " What 
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cc What do you know of him? 
tc What connexion have you with 
<c him ? Do not conceal the 
<f truth from us ?" — 

" I (hall take care not to do fo ; 
" for who will be bound that he 
u is not among us at this very 
<f moment ?" — 



" Where ? Who ?" exclaimed 
we altogether, looking fearfully 
about the room. " It is impok 
« fible."— 

* c Oh ! to this man, or what- 
Cf ever elfe he may be, things ftill 

tc more 
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rt more incomprehenfible are pof- 
« fible ?"— 

•' But who is he ? Whence 
u does he come ? .Is he Arminian 
" or Ruffian ? Of the characters • 

u he affiimes, which is his real 
" one ?"— 

" He is nothing of what Ire 
" appears to be. There are few 

" conditions or countries, of 
cc which he has not worn the 
(€ made. No perfon knows who 
cc he is, whence he comes, or 
" whither he goes. That he has 
'" been for a long time in Egypt, 
*" as many pretend, and that he 

" has 
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" has brought from thence, out 
" of a catacomb, his occult 

€i fciences, I will neither affirm 
<c or deny. ' Here we only know 
" him by the name of the lncom- 
iC frebtnfible. How old, for in-- 
u ftance, do you think he is ?"— 

" To judge from his appear- 
" ance, hecanfcarcelyhavepaffed 
forty."— 



€€ 



u And of what age do you fup- 
" pofe I am ?*'— 



Not far from fifty. 



« Well; 
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<c Well ; and ( I muft tell you, 
f< that I was but a boy of feven- 
" teen, when my grandfather fpoke 
" to me of this marvellous man, 
" whom he had feen at Famagujia; 
" at which time he appeared 

" nearly of the fame age, as he 
u does at prefent."-~ 

cc This is exaggerated, ridicu- 
** lous, and incredible."—- 

<c By no means. Was I not 
" prevented by thefe fetters, I 
" would produce vouchers, whofe 
" dignity and refpe&ability fhould 

" Jeave you no doubt. There are 

" feveral creditable perfons, who 

" remember 
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"remember having feen him, 
"each at the fame time, in dif- 
■" ferent parts of the globe. No 
" fword can wound, no poifon 
" can hurt, no fire burn him$ 
fC no vcflel in which he embarks 
t€ can be fiiipwrecked or funk. 
" Time itfelf feems to lofe its 
<c power over him. Years do not 
<c dry up his moifture, nor age 
" whiten his hair. Never was he 
" feen to take any. food. Never 
" did he approach a woman. No 
<€ fleep clofes his eyes. Of the 

cc twenty-four hours rn the day, 
* cc there is only one which he can- 

" not command; during which 
no perfon ever faw him, and dur- 



. <c 



(C 



ing 
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*< ing which he never was employ - 
" ed in any terreftrial occupa- 



" And this hour is ? 



>» 



<c The twelfth in the night. 
tc When the clock ftrikes twelve, 
ff he at that moment ceafes to 

" belong to the living. In Vvhat- 
• c ever place he is, he muft im- 
" mediately be gone ; whatever 
,c bufinefs he is engaged in, he 
* c muft inftantly leave it. The 

" terrible found of the hour of 
<c midnight, tears him from the 

" arms of friendfhip, wrefts him 
* l from the altar, and would 
* c drag him away even in the ago- 

" nies 



cc 

€€ 
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<c nics of death. Whither he thei* 
cc goes, or what he is then enga- 
<c ged in, is a fecret to every one. 
No perfon ventures to interro- 
gate, and ftill lefs to follow 
him. His features, at this 
<c dreadful hour, contract a de- 
" gree of gravity fo gloomy* 
" and fo terrifying, that no. 
perf6n has courage fufficient 
to look in his face, or to fpeak 
" a word to him. However lively 
ic the converfation may have been, 
" a dead filence immediately fuc- 
cc ceeds it, and all around him 
" wait for his return in an awful 
" horror, without venturing to 
" quit their feats,, or to open the 

<c door 



cc 
cc 
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" door through which he has 
paffed."— 



CI 



" Docs nothing extraordinary 
<c appear in his perfon when he 

" returns ?"— 

" Nothing, except that he 
<c feems pale and languid, nearly 
fc in the ftate of a man who has 
" juft fuffered a painful opera- 
" tion, or received difaftrous in- 
" telligence. Some pretend to 
" have feen drops of blood on his 
" linen, but with what degree of 
" veracity I cannot affirm."— 



tc 



Did 



ltancc oi wnicnjL i^uut w«»w 
explication, 



99 

I* 



" If it be in my power, and 



t% 



"No conditions! Juftice, in 
whofe hands you now are, might 
> perhaps not interrogate you 
' with fo much delicacy. Who 
« was the man at whofe feet we 
< faw you fall? What do you 
« know of him ? How did you 
« get acquainted with him ? And 

" what 
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<€ Did no perfon ever attempt 
rc to conceal the approach of this 
" hour from him, or endeavour 
* to engage him in fuch diver- 
** (ions, as might make him for- 
cc get it ?"— 

" Once onty, it is faid he paffed 
" his time. The company was 
u numerous and remained toge- 
cc ther late in the night. All the 
cc clocks and watches were pur- 
Cf pofely fet wrong, and the 
cc warmth of converfation hurried 
<c him away. When the fatal mo- 
<c ment arrived, he fuddenly be- 
<4 came filent and motionlefsj his 
<( limbs continued in the pofition 

" in 



fc 
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iC rn which, this inftant had ar- 
" rcfted them; his eyes were 
<c fixed ; his pulfe ceafed to beat. 
" All the means employed to 
cc awake him proved fruitlefs, and 
" this fituation endured till the 
" hour had elapfed. He then 
" revived on a fdddcn without 
" any affiftance, cad up his eyes, 
" and re-afTumed his fpeech with 
" the fame fyllable as he was pro- 
" nouncing at the moment of in- 
" terruption. The general con- 
cc fternation difcovered to him 
" what had happened, and he de- 
" clared, with an awful folemnity, 
" that they ought to think them- 
" felves happy in having efcaped 

" with 
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u with no other ihjary than fear* 

tc The fame night he quitted for 
<f ever the city where this circum- 
* c ftance had occurred. The com- 
<c mon opinion is that during this 
*• myfterious hour, he converfes 
* c with his genius. Some even 
tx fuppofe him to be one of the 
* c departed, who is allowed to pafs 
%c twenty- three hours of the day 

<( among the living, and that in 
l% the twenty -fourth his foul is 

" obliged to return to the infernal 

* c regions, to fufFer its punifh- 

* c ment. Some believe him to be 

c< the famous JpolUniw of Tyana •>* 

" and 

ter, was born at 



*" Apotiomuii a PythagOrian philofopfo 
Tjans, in CafadoC'ia^ about three or four 



or four years before the 

birth 



I 
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* c and others, the difciple John, of 
" whom it is faid — bejball remain 
* c until the lafl judgment"— 

" A character fo wonderful," 

replied the Prince, <c cannot fail 
%i to give rife to extraordinary 
conje&ures. But all this you 
profefs to know only by hear-, 

" fay, 

birth of Chrift. At "fix teen years of age he became a 
ftri& obferver of Pythagoras's rules* renouncing wine, 
women, ajid all forts of flelh ; not wearing (hoes, letting 
his hair grow, and wearing nothing but linen. He foon 
after let up for a reformer of mankind, and chofe hit 
habititk>a in the temple of Efculapius, where he is faid 
to have performed many miraculous cures. On his coming 
of age, he gave part of his wealth to his eldell brother* 
diftributed another part to i'omc poor relations, and kept 
very little for himfelf. There are number lefs fabulous 
(lories recounted of him. lie went five years without 
(peaking; and yet, during this time, he flopped many 
icditions in Ctcilia and Pampkyhe j he travelled, and fet 

up 



cc 



% 
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" fay, and yet his behaviour to 
cc you, and yours to him, feemed 
" to indicate a more intimate ac- 
<r quaintance. Is it not founded 
" upon fome particular event in 
" which yourfelf has been con- 
" cerned ? Conceal, nothing from 



<c us.." 



The 

up for a legiflator ; and he gave out, that he underftood 
all languages, without having ever learned them ; he 
could tell the thoughts of men, and underftood the oracles 
which birds delivered by their finging. The heathens 
oppofed the pretended miracles of this man to thofe of 
our Saviour, and gave the preference to this philofopher. 
After having for a long time impofed upon the 
world, and gained- a great number of difciples, he died in 
a very advanced age, about the end of the firft century. 
His life, which is filled with abfurdities, was written by 
Philoftratus, and Mr. du Pin has published a confutation of 
Apollonius's life, in which he proves, that the miracles 
of this pretended philofopher carry ftrong marks of falihoo*!, 
and that there is not one which may not be imputed to 
chance or artifice. Apollonius himfelf wrote fome works, 
which are now loft. 
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The Sicilian remained filent, 
as if uncertain whether he fhouht 
fpeak or not. 

" If it concerns fomething," 

continued the Prince, "that you» 
" do not wifh to publifh, I pro- 

<c mife you, in the name of thefc 
" two gentlemen, the mod in- 
<c violable fecrecy. But fpeak. 
" openly, and withoutreferve."— 

ff Could I hope," anfwered 
the prifoner at laft, a that you; 
" would not produce thcfe gen- 

" tlemen as evidence againft me,, 
iC 1 would tell you a remarkable* 

" adventure of this Arroinian, 

I. <f which » 
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tc which I have myfelf been wit- 
4C nefs of, and which will leaw 
<f you no doubt of his fupernatu- 
" ral powers. But 1 beg leave to 
f< conceal fome names." — 

<f Cannot you do it without 
" this condition ?"— 

<c No, my PHnce. There is a 
c< family concerned in it, which i 
" ought to refpeft." — 

" Let us hear then." — 

€C About five years ago, being 
<c at Naples, where I practiced my 
%Cf art with very good fuccefs, I 

c became 
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rc became acquainted with a per- 
cc fon of the name of Lorenzo del 

" M Chevalier of the or- 

<f der of Sr. Stephen, a young and 
cc rich nobleman, of one of the 
" firft families in the kingdom, 
" who loaded me with kindneffes, 
4C and feemed to have a great ef- 
" teem for my occult fciences. 
<f Me told me that the Marqiih 

4i del M his father, was a 

<c zealous admirer of the Cab- 
" bala, (*) and would think 

I 2 " himfelf 

(*) Cabbala is properly a myfterious kind of fcience 
'delivered by revelation to the ancient Jews, andtranfmitted 
by oral tradition to thofe of our times ; ferving for the 
interpretation of difficult pairaf,es in fcripture, and to dif- 
•cover future events by the combination of particular words 
tetters 2nd numbers. It is likewife termed the oral law. 

' Bit 
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u himfelf happy in having a phi*- 
" lofophcr like me, (for fuch he 
-" was pleafed to call me) under 
cc his roof. The Marquis lived in 
** one of his country feats on the* 
€t fea fhore, about feven miles from ; 
c< Naples, There, almoft in tirely 

" fecluded from the world,. he be- 
" wailed the lofs of a.beloved fon„ 
,f of whom he had been deprived 

" by 

.But Cabbala among the Chriftians, is alio applied to die - 
life, or rather abufe, which vifionaries and enthufiaftst 
make of fcripture for difepvering futurity, by the ftudy 
and confideration of the combination of certain words* 
letters and numbers in the facred writings. Ail the words, . 
terms, magic chandlers or figures with (tones and talif- 
mans, numbers, letters* charms, Sec. employed in 
magic operations, are comprifed . under this fpecies of 
Cabbala, and the word is ufed for any kind of magic, on 
account of the refemblance this ait bears to the Jewifh 
Cabbala. The Jews, however, never ufe the word in 
any futh fenfe, but always with the utmoil jefpeft and 
^eneratioo. 
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by a fatal accident. The Che- 
valier gave me to underftand, 
that he and his family might 
perhaps have occafion to em- 
ploy my fecret arts in obtaining 

fome very important intelli- 
gence; to procure which every 
natural means had been ex- 
haufted in vain. He added, 
with a very fignificant "look, 
that he himfelf might, perhaps 
at fome future period, ,be 
brought to look upon me as 
the author of his tranquility, 
and of all his earthly happinefs* 
The affair was as follows: 



w " JLocmzq, 
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" Lorenzo,. being the youngeft 
" fon of the Marquis, had beerr 
" deftined for the church. The 
" family eltates were to devolve 
" totheeldeft. Jeronymo, which 
" was the name of the latter, had 
cf fpent many years on his tra- 
cc vels, and had returned to his- 

country about feven yqars prior 
to the event, which I am about* 

" to relate, in. order to celebrate 
" his marriage with the onljr 
€f daughter of m a neighbouring* 
" Count. This marriage had* 
" been determined on by jche pa- 
" rents during the infancy of the 

" children^ in order to unite the 
u very large fortunes of the two 

" houfes. 



it 
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" houfes. But though this agree- 
u ment was made by the two fa- 
" milics> without confulting the 
" hearts of the parties concerned, 
ff the latter had mutually engaged' 
" their faith in fecret. Jeronymo 
"del M. .. and Antonia C... 
c( had been always brought up 

cc together, and the little con- 
" ftraint impofed on two cHil- 
" dren, whom their parents were 
<c already accuftomed to regard' 
" as united, foon produced be- 
" tweren them a connexion of the. 
" tendered kind. The congeni- 
Cf ality of their tempers cemented 
" this intimacy ; and in riper. 
u years i: matured infenfibly into 

<l love.. 
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Cf love. An abfence of four years, 
" far from cooling this paffion, 
<£ had only ferved to inflame it j 

c4 and" 5 eron y mo returned to the 
* c arms of his intended bride, as 
" faithful and as ardent as if 
c< they had never been fepa- 
<c rated. 

t6 The raptures of this re-union 
u had not yet fubfided, and the 
preparations for the happy day 
were advancing with the utmoft 
zeal and activity, when Jero- 
nymo difappeared. He ufed 
frequently to pafs the after- 
" noon in a fummer-houfe which 
u commanded a profpeft of the 



« 
CC 

it 
i€ 



\ 
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* c fea i and was accuftomcd to take 
<c the diverfion of failing on the 
« c water. One day, when he was 
cc at his favourite retirement, it 
" was obferved that he remained 
" a much longer time than ufual 

<c without returning, and his 
cc friends began to be very uneafy 
c< on his account. Boats were 
" difpatched after him. Veffcls 

" were fent to fea in queft of him^ 
" no pcrfon had feen him. None 
" of his fervants could have attend- 
iC ed hi m, for none of them were ab- 
" fent. Night came on, and he did 
" not appear. The next morn- 
" ing dawned; the day pafledi the 
*"■ evening fucceeded j Jeronymo 

cc came 



it 
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" came not. Already they had be- 
cun to give themfelves up to the- 
moft melancholy conjedtnres, 
" when the news arrived, that 
cc an Algerine pirate had landed 
" the preceding day on that coaft, 
" and carried off feveral of the 

" inhabitants. Two galleys, rea- 
" dy equipped, were immediately 

c< ordered to fea. The old Mar- 
u quis himfelf embarked in one of 
" them, to attempt the deliver- 
" ance of his fbn at the peril of 
" his own life. On the third 
" day they perceived the corfair. 
" The wind was favourable; they 
c< were juft about to overtake 
w him, and even approached him 



<c fo 
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u fo near that Lorenzo, who was 
" in one of the galleys, fancied 
" that he faw, upon the deck of 
u the adverfary's fliip, a fignal 
cc made by his brother ; when a 
" fudden ftorm feparated the vef- 
" fels. Hardly cbuld the da- 
<c maged galleys fuftain the fury 
cc of the temped. The pirate^ in 
" the mean time had difappeared, 
" and thediftrefled ftateof the other 
" veffels obliged them to land at - 
cc Malta. The affliction of the 
" family was beyond all bounds. 
" The di drafted old Marquis tore. 
" off his grey hairs in the utmoft 
a violence of grief; and the life 
" of the young Countefs was 

" def- 
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" dcfpaired of. Five years were 

Cf confumed, after this event, 

" in fruitlefs enquirie5. Dili- 

« gent fearch was made along 

* <c all the coaft of Barbary -, im- 

cc menfe fums were offered far 

cc the ranfom of the young Mar- 

€€ quisy but no perfon claimed it. 

^ c The only probable conje&ure 

which remained for the family 

" to form., was,, that the fame 

" ftorm which had feparated the 

* c galleys from the pirate, had de- 

" ftroyed the latter, and that the 

<c whole (hip's company had pe- 

" riflied in the waves. 



-cc 



cc 



But this fuppofition, however 

<( probable, as it did not by any 

" means 




u 

ti 
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" means amount to a certainty, 
u could not authorife the family 

" to renounce the hope, that the 
u abfent Jeronymo might again 
" appear. In cafe, however, that he 
" did not, either thefamily's name 
" muft be fuffered to perilh, or 
the youngeft fon mutt relin- 
quifli the church, and enter 
" into the rights of the eldeft. 
" Juftice feemed to oppofe 
" the latter meafurej and on 
cft other hand, the neceflity of 
" prefcrving the family from an- 
" nihilation, required that the 
" fcruple fhoulcl not be carried 
" too far. N In the mean time, 
" gnef,.and the infirmities of age, 

" were 1 
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" were bringing the Marquis 
" faft to his grave. Every un- 
cc fuccefsful attempt diminifhed 
" the hope of finding his lolt fon. 

" He faw that his name might 
" be perpetuated by afting with 
cc a little injuftice, in confenting 
" to favour his younger fon at 
• c the expence of the elder. The 
" fulfilment of his agreement 
" with Count C . . . . required 
cf only the change of a name; for 
<f the objeft of the two families 
" was equally accomplifhed, whe- 
cc ther Antonia became the wife 

<f of Lorenzo or of Jeronymo. 

• <c The faint probability of the 

Matter's appearing again, weigh- 

* c -ed 
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ff ed but little againlt the certain 
" and prefiing danger of the total 
" extin&ion of the family, and 
<f the old Marquis , who felt the 

" approach of death every day 
" more and more, ardently wifhed 
" to die at leaft free from this 

<f inquietude, 

cc Lorenzo alone, who was to 
" be principally benefitted by 
" this meafure, oppofed it with 

cc the greatefl: obflinacy. He 
<4 refilled with equal firmncfs the 

" allurements of an immenfe 
" fortune, and the attra&ions of 
<f a beautiful and accomplilhed 
* c objed, ready to be delivered 

" .into 
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." into his arms. He refufed, on 
cc principles the moft generous and 
u conicientious, to invade therights. 
cc of a brother,, who for any thing 
M he knew, might himfelf be in< 
" a capacity to refume them. Is. 
c< not the lot of my dear Jero^ 
c< nymo, faid he, made fufficiently. 
miferable by the horrors of a 
long captivity, without the ag- 
" gravation of being deprived' 
" for ever of all that he holds 
" mod dear ? With what con- 

" fcience could I fupplicate hea- 
" ven for his return, when his 

Ci wife is in my arms? With 
<c what countenance could I meet 
" him, if at laft he (hould be re- 

€i ftored 



€4 
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c stored to us by a miracle ? And 

c even fuppofing that he is torn 
€ from us for ever, can we better 

* honour his memory, than by 

c keeping conftantly opeh the' " 
c chafm- which his death has 

• caufed in our circle? Can we * 
c better (hew our refpeft to him, ♦ 
c than by facrificing our dearefl: 

c hopes upon his tomb, and keep- 
c ing untouched, asafacreddepo- 
c fit, what was peculiarly his ■> 
< own?"* 



" But thefe arguments of fra- 

• - 

<c ternal delicacy could not recon- 
" cile the old Marquis to the idea 

c< of being obliged to wirnefs the- 
u decay of a tree, which ninecen- 

K " turies 



a delay of two, years. .D 
this period they continued 
enquiries with the utmoft 
gence. \ Lorenzo hirnfelf 

feveral voyages, and ex 
his perfon ro many .dan 
No trouble, no expence 
Tpared to recover the. loft 
nymo. Thefe two years, 
; , ever, , like thofe which 
ceded them, were confum 



vain."« 



• " And Antonia ?" faid 
; Prince. <" You tell us ■ not 
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tc fubmit to her fate ? I cannot 
c< fuppofe it." — 

. " Antonia," anfwered the Sici- 
Han, " experienced the moll vio- 
" lent flruggJe between duty and 
" inclination, between diflike arid 
"admiration. The difinrerefted 
" generofity of a brother, afre&ed 
" her. She felt herfelf forced to 

" efteem a perfon whom (he never 
" could love. Her heart, torn 
" by contrary fentimeius, felt the 
<c bittereftdiftrefs. .Bur her repug- 
" nance to the Chevalier feemed to 
" increafe in the fame degree as 
*" his claims upon her efteem 
c€( augmented. Lorenzo^perccived 

K..2 "with 
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« with heartfelt forrow the fecret 
" grief that confumed her youth. 
cf A tender compaffion infenfibly 
< c affumed the place of that indif- 
" ference, with which, till th?n r 
" he had been accuftomed to con- 
" fiderher; but this treacherous 
tc fentirnent quicklyrieceiyedhim, 

c< and an ungovernable paffion 

" began by degrees to (hake the 

<c fteadinefs of his virtue. — A vir- 

<c tue which, till then, had been 

<c unequalled. 

Cf He, however, (till obeyed the 
" dictates ofgenerofity, tho' afrthe 
4C expence of his love. By his efforts 
u alone was the unfortunate vi&im 

" protected 
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Cf te£ted againft the arbitrary pro- 
" ceedings of the reft of the fa- 
cc mily. But his endeavours 

•"were not finally fuccefsful. 
cc Every victory he gained over 
cc his paffion rendered him more 
<c worthy of Antonia; and the 
u difintereftednefs with which he 
<c Tefufed her, left her without an 

w u apology for refiftance. 

" Thus were affairs fituated 

' " when the Chevalier engaged me 

" to vifit him at his father's villa. 

m 

" The earned: recommendation of 
" -my patron procured me & recep- 
Cf tion which exceeded my mofc 

ct fanguine wi/hes. "I mult not 

,|f *forg(ft 
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" forget to mention, that by fome 
" remarkable operations, I had 
" previoufiy rendered my name 
cc famous in different lodges of 
<c free-mafons. This circum- 
" fiance, perhaps, may have con- 
" tributed to ftrengthen the old 
cf Marquis's confidence in me, and 
" to heighten his expectations. 
<4 I beg you will excufe me 
" from defcribing particularly 

" the lengths I went with him, 
" or the means which I employed. 
" You may form fome judgement 
" of them from what I have be- 
" fore confeffed to you. Profiting 
<f by the myftic books which I 

" found in his very exten- 

" five 
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""tcnfive library, I was foon able 
" to fpcak to him in his own lan- 
" guage, and to adorn my fyftemof 
" the invifible world with the moft 

" extraordinary' inventions. The 
" Marquis was very devout, and had 
" acquired in the fchool of reli- - 
" gion a facility of belief. He was 
cf therefore, with falittle difficulty .' 

" induced to credit the fables I * 
" taught him, that, in a (hort time, • 
" he wouid have believed as im- 
" plicitly - in - th* fecret ' com- 
fC merce of - philofophers and 
" fylphs, as * any ' article Qf the * 
" canon. At length I entan- 
" gled him fo completely in myf- - 
cc tery, that; he "would no longer 

"'believe any thing that was na- 

" tonal*-- 



„ ~ " "' toman i 

«»d •'■e.u.ttrcowft.of m„ 
'"P«.or b eingSi t( , c ; 

„ £" .*»*• - m y 

"<* of h er , ovcrj Ui 
■ ■ ">« occupied ,-„ tnt W[ 
„ '~„ in *« bfnatlTC 

»*«W, in her c„m po(i , 
«"ght every „,„,. , 



CC 



. * A ^y^'ca! work of thaf tltU , • 

™ the middle of rh* r m , ' ^"^ »" F 
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c the fervants contrived to have 
( fome bufinefs in the room when 
* I was fpeaking, and feiziog 
c now and then one of my expref- 
c fibns, joined the fragments td- 
c gether in their own way. 



" Two months were pafled in 

•• cf this manner at the Marquis's 

<c _ villa, when the Chevalier one 

" morning entered my apartment. 

<c His features were altered, and 

cc a deep forrow was painted on 

" his countenance. He threw 
<f himfelf into a chair, with every 

- <c fymptom of defpair.. 



cc 



Jt 



k 
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cc It is all over with me/' faid 
he, , cc 1 muft begone ; I cannot 
c / fupport it any longer." — 

c( What is the matter with you, , 

"Chevalier? What, has befal- 
" len you ?" 



-\ 



" Oh ! this terrible paflion V* 
faid he, ftarting from his chair. 
" I have combated it like a man.; > 
" 4 1 can refift it no longer."— 

cc And whole fault is it but 
<r yours, my. dear Chevalier? ' 
t€ Are they not all in your favour t . 
cc Your* father ? Your rela- - 
« tions?" — 



cc 



My 
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" My father, my relations! 

" What are they .to me? I want 

" not an union of force, but of 

cc inclination. Have not I a rival? . 

" Alas ! and what a rival! Pen- 

" haps a dead one ! Oh ! let me 

" go. Let me go to the end of 

u the world. I mult find my 

" brother."— 

" What ! after fo many unfuc- 
cc cefsful attempts, have you Hill 
" any hope?" — 

" Hope! Alas, no! It has 
cc long fince vaniflicd in my heart, 

" but it has not in her's. Of 
" what confequence are my fenti- 

" ments ? 
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" nrients? Can I be happy while 
% <c there remains a gleam of hope 
" in Antonia's heart ? Two words, 
<c my friend, would end my tor- 
" ments. But it is in vain. My 
<c deftiny muft continue to be 
<c miserable till eternity fhall 
c< break its long filence, and the 
cc grave (halL fpeak in my be- 
« half."— 

<f Is it then a ftate cf certainty 

* " that would render you hap- 
« py ?"_ 

"Happy! Alas! I doubt 

* cc whether I fhall ever again be 
v * c .iiappy. But. uncertainty is of 

• « all 
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" all others the molt dreadful 



<( 



pain."-— 



" After a (hoi t interval of fi- 
" lence, he continued with an 
" emotion lefs violent.— If he 
" could but fee my torments ! 
" Surely a conftancy which ren- 
fC ders his brother miferable, can- 
u not add to his happinefs. Can 
" it be juft that the living fhould 
cc fuffer fo much for the fake of thq 
" dead ; that I fhould fruitlefsly 
" pine for an objedt which Je- 
" ronymo can no longer enjoy ? 
" If he knew the pgngs I fuffer, 
" faid he, concealing his face, 
" while the tears ftreamed 
IC from his eyes, yes, perhaps 

"he 
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" himfelf would condudt her -co 
- " my arms." — 



it 



But is there no pdffibility of 
gratifying your -wifhes ?" — 



* c He ftarted. — What do you 
u fay, my friend?" — 






t €C 



Lefs importantoccafions than 
the prefent, faid I, have dif- 
cc turbed the repofe of the dead 
" for the fake of the living. Is 
not the terreftrial happinefs of 
" ! a man, of a brother 

" The terreftrial happinefs ! Ah! 
*< my friend, I feel but toa fenfibty 

* " the 
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• u > the force of your expreflion my 
-■ <c entire felicity. " — 

" And the tranquility of a dif- 
' <c treffed family, are not thefe fuf- 
" ficient tojuftify fuch a meafure ? 
" Undoubtedly. If any fublu- 
<f nary concern can authorife us 
cc to interrupt the peace of the 
" blefled, to make ufe of a power 



. 4C 



1 f< For God's fake, my friend ! 

*« faid he, interrupting me, no 
" more of this. Once, I avow 
" if, I had fuch a thought ; I 
4S think I mentioned it to you, 

-■*'. but I have Jong fince reje&ed 

At it 
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" it as horrid and abot^ina- 
« -ble."— 

cc You will have conje&iHsed " 
" already continued the Sicilian, , 
" to what this converfation led 
" -us. I endeavoured to over-* 

" come the fcruples of the Cbtva'^ - 
cc #<?r, and at laft fueceeded. We 
cc refolved to call the ghoft-of thef - 
cc deceafed Jeronymo, I only* 

" ftipulated for a delay of a fort- 
<c night, in order, as I pretended, 

cf to prepare, in a fuirahle manner, -* 
" for ft> folemn an a&. The time 
" being expired, and toy ma- - 
" chinery in readiqefs; I took . 
" advantage of % very gloomy ;• 

€C day, 



Ik 
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fC day, when wc were all affem- 

<c bled as ufual, to communicate 
cc the affair to the family j and 

€€ not only brought them to con- 

" fent to it, but even ro make it 

w a fubjcA of their own requeft. 

cc The moft difficult part of the 

w tafk was to obtain the appro- 
f c bation of Antonia ; whofe pre- 
w fence was effential. My endea- 
iC vours were, however, greatly 
* c affifted by the melancholy turn 
" of her mind, and perhaps ftill 
<c more fo, by a faint hope, that 
" Jeronymo might ftill be living,. 

<c aYid therefore would not ap' 
" pear. A want of confidence 

" in the thing itfelf was the only 

L " obftacle 
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" obftacle which I had not to 
€€ remove. 

cc Having obtained the confent 
€< of the family, the third day was 
<c fixed on for the operation. I pre- 
" pared then for the folemn tran- 
" faftion by myllical inftru&ion, 
" by fafting, folitude, and prayers, 
ff which I ordered to be continued 
" till late in the night. Much 

Cf ufe was alfo made of a certain 
* c mufical inftrument** unknown 

" till 

"* Perhaps he means the Har t momca t a mufical inftrument 
u fed of late years in Germany. It is compofed of a number 
of glafs wheels, which revolve on an axle, and produce, on 
being touched, different degrees of fcund, according to 
their different fizes. The harmony produced by this in- 
ftrument is of a kind fo languishing and delightful, . that 
very extraordinary effects are laid to have been produced 



i 
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Kt till that time, and which, in fuch 
<c cafes, has often been found very 
** powerful. The effedt of thefe 
" artifices was fo much be- 
" yond my expeftation, that 
" the enthufiafm, to which on this 
" occafion I was obliged to force 
" myfelf, was infinitely heigh- 
cc tened by that of my au- 

" dience. The anxioufiy expetted 
" moment at laft arrived. "— 



€< 



I guefs" faid the Prince, 
<f whom you are now going to in- 
" troduce. Bui go on, go on." — 

"No 

Tiy it. — When ftilfully touched it is remarkably adapted 
to lull the mind into a tender and folemn melancholy, on 
which account it is frequently ufed in theatres to prepare 
-the audience for any thing uncommonly imprefiivc, fuck 
as the introduction of ghetto, &c. 

L 2 
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" No, my Prince. The dc- 
" ception fucceeded according to 
cc my wiHies."— ■ 

" How ? Where is -then the 
€C Arminian ?"— 




f< Do not fear my Prince. He 

c will appear but toa foon. I 

c omit the defcription of the 
c farce itfelf, as it would lead me 

c to too great a length, It is fuf- 
1 ficient to fay, that it anfwered 
* my expe&ation. The old Mar- 

e quiSy the young Countefs, her 
f mother, Lorenzo, and another 
c perfon of the family were pre- 
f fent. You will imagine that 

" during 
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* c during my long refidence in 

<c this houfe, I had not wanted 
" opportunities of gathering in— 

<€ formation refpefting every thing 
u that concerned the deceafed.— 

€C Several of his portraits enabled 
" me to give the apparition a 
" ftriking likenefs, and as I fuf- 
" fered the ghoft to fpeak only 
<4 by figns, the found of his voice 
<c could excite no fiifpicion. 

" The departed Jeronymo ap- 

ff peared'in the chefs of a Moorifh 
" Slave, with a deep wound in his 

" neck.— You obfervethat in this 
" refpedl I was countera&ihg the 

* c general fuppofition that he had 

" perifhtd 
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" perifhed in the waves. I had 
tf reafon to hope that this unex- 
cc pe£ted circumftance would 
" heighten the belief in the appa- 
" rition itfelf, for nothing appear- 
<f ed to me more dangerous than 
" to be too natural. " — 

c< I think you judged well/* 
faid the Prince. <c In whatever 
<f refpedts apparitions the moft 
f< probable is the leaft acceptable?. 
" If their communications areeafily 
" comprehended, we undervalue 
" the channel, by which they are 
" obtained. — Nay, we even fuf- 
cc peft the reality of the miracle, if 

" the difcoveries which it brings 

" to 



i 
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cc to light, are fuch as might 
cc eafily have been imagined.— 
" Why lhould we difturb the re- 
<c pofe of a fpirit, if it is to inform 
iC us of nothing more than theor- 
<c dinary powers of the intellect 

" are capable of teaching us ? — 

" But on the other hand, if the 

" intelligence which we receive is 
" extraordinary and unexpe&ed, 

cc it confirms in fome degree the 
" miracle by which it is obtained ; 
" for who can doubt an operation 
" to be fupernatural, when its 

<c effeft could not be produced by 
cf natural means ? — I have inter- 
" rupted you/' added the Prince. 
" Proceed in your narrative." — 

" I 
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" I afked the ghoft whether 
c there was any thing dn this 
c world which ht.ftill confidered as 
r his own, and whether he h^dleft 
4 any thing behind that was ; parti- 

• cularly dear ico him ? The.ghoft 
' thrice (hook his head, and lifted 
f up his hand towards heaven* 
c Previous to his retiring, he dropt 

* a ring from his finger, which 
f was found on the floor after he 
c had difappeared. Antoniatook 
c it, and looking at it attentively, 
c fhe knew it to be the wedding; 

ring {he had given her intended 
<c iufband."— 



<r 



« 



The 
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" XbiC wedding ring !" ex-' 
claimed the Prince, furprifed. 
tf How did you get it ?" 

M 

" Who ?— I !— Jt was not the 
cc true one ! — I got it ! — It was 
** only a counterfeit.''— 

" A counterfeit !" repeated 
the Prince. " But in order to 
counterfeit, you required the 
true one. How did you come 
<c at it ? Surely the deceafed 
*' never went without it."~ 

cc That is true*" replied the 
^Sicilian, with fymptoms of con- 
iufion. <J But from a defcrip- 

" tion 






\ 
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cc tion which was given me of the 
cc genuine wedding ring . . . 



99 



<c A defcription which was given 
" you ! By whom ?"— 

^ f Long before that time. It 
" was a plain gold ring, and had, 
" I believe, the name of the young 
" Countefs engraved on it. But 

<c you made me lofe the con- 
« neftion." — 

<c What happened farther ?" 
faid the Prince, with a very difla- 
tisfied countenance. — 



cc 



The 
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" The family fancied them- 
" felves convinced that Jeronymo 
" was no more. From that very 
cf day they publicly announced 
" his death, and went into mourn- 
" ing. The circumftance of the 
" ring left no doubt even in the 
<f mind of Antonia, and added a 
<f confiderable weight to the ad- 
" dreffes of the Chevalier. 

" In the mean time, the violent 
" impreffion which the young 
" Countefs had received from the 
<f fight of the apparition, brought 
" on her a diforder fo dangerous, 
" that the hopes of Lorenzo were 
iC very near being deftroyed for 

" ever. 
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ever. Qn her recovering .(he 
infifled upon taking the veil* 
and it was only at the ferious 
remonftrances of her C^feflbr, 
in whom, flie placed an implj- 

cit confidence, that Ihe was 

• ■ * • * 

, brought to abandon her projeS. 
At length the united felicita- 
tions of the family, and the 
Confeffor, wrefted from her the 
defired confent. The laft day 
of mourning was fixed on for 
the day of marriage, and the 
old Marquis determined to add 
to the folemnity of theoccafion, 
by refigning all his eftates to 
his lawful heir. 



tc 



The 



CC 
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u The day arrived, and Lo- 
<c renzo received his trembling 

" bride at the altar. In the even- 
ing a fplendid banquet was 
prepared for the chearful guefts, 
<c in a hall fuperbly illumi- 
" nated. The mod lively and de- 
" lightful mufic, contributed to 
increafe the general gladnefs. 
The happy old Marquis wifhed 
<c all the world to participate in 
<c his joy. All the entrances of 

cc the palace were fet open, and 
(< every one who fympathifed in 
cc his happinefs 'was joyfully wel- 
" corned. In the midft of the 
tf throng " — 

The 



cc 



d 



% 
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The Sicilian paufed. A trem- 
bling expedition fufpended our 
breath. 



" In the midft of the throng," 
continued the prifoner, "appeared 
a Francifcan monk, to whom 
my attention was dire&ed by a 
perfon who fat next to me at 
table. He was flandinsr mo- 
tionlefs like a marble pillar. 
His (hape was tall and thin -, his 
face pale and ghaftly - 9 his afpeffc 

grave and mournful; his eyes 
were fixed on the new married 
couple. The joy which beamed 
on the face of every one pre- 

< fent, appeared not on his. His 

" coun- 
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countenance never once va- 
ried.— —He feemed like a 
ftatue among living perfons. 
Such an objedt, appearing amidft 
the general joy, (truck me more 

forcibly from its contraft with 
every thing around me. It left 
on my mind fo durable an im- 

preffion, that from, it alone I. 
have been enabled (which would 
otherwife have been impof- 
fible) to recoiled the fea- 
tures of this francifcan monk 
in the Ruffian officer ; for, 
without doubt, you muft have 
already conceived, that the 
perfon I have defcribcd was no 
other than your Arminian. 

« I 
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cc I frequently attempted to 
withdraw my eyes from this 
figure, but they returned in- 
voluntarily, and found him al- 
ways unaltered. I pointed him 
out to the perfbn who fat neareft 
to me on the other fide, and he 
did the fame* to the perfon 
next to him. In a few mi- 
nutes a general curiofity and af- 
tonifhment pervaded the whole 
company. The converfation 
languifhed ; a general filence 
fucceeded; the mpnk did not 
interrupt it. He continued 
motionlefs, and always the 
fame ; his grave and mournful 
looks constantly fixed upon the 

" new- 



\ 
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" new-married couple : His ap- 
" pearance ftruck every one with 

t€ terror. The young Countefs 
" alone, who found the tranfcript 
" of her own forrow in the face of 

" the ftranger, beheld with a 
" Allien fatisfadtion the only ob- 
€( je<5t that feemed to fympathize 
€C in her fufferinas. The crowd 

€C infenfibly diminifhed. It was 
€€ paft midnight. The mufic be- 
f€ came faint and languid -, the ta- 
cc pers grew dim, and x many of 
" them went out. The convcr- 
" fation declining by degrees, loft 
u itfclf at laft in fecret murmurs 
" and the faintly illuminated hall 
u was nearly deferted.-— The 

M Monk 
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" Monk, in the mean time, con- 
" tinued motionlefs; his grave 
" and mournful look ftiU fixed on 
" the new-married couple. The 
cc company at length rofe from 

" the table. The guefts difper- 
cc fed. The family affembled in 
* e a feparate group, and the Monk, 
<c though uninvited, continued 

* cc near them. How it happened 
cc that no perfon fpoke to him, 1 
" cannot conceive; 

fc The female friends now fur- 

u rounded the trembling bride, 

• <c who caft^fupplicating anddif- 

<*' treffed look on the awful ftran- 

- <€ ger; hedid.not aofwer it. The 

• " geatlemen 
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1 gentlemen aflfemblcd in the fame 
1 manner around the bridegroom. 
€ A folemn and anxious filence 

\ prevailed among them. — How 
* happy we are here together, 
1 laid at length the old Marquis^ 
c who alone Teemed not to behold 
c the ftranger, or at lead feemed to 

c behold him without difmay :— 
4 How happy we are here toge- 
f ther, and my fon Jeronynjopan- 
€ not be with u$ !— " 



" Have you invited him, and 

cc did not he anfwer your invita- 

" tion ?— afked the Monk. It was 

,** the firlt time he had fpoken. 

4t We looked at him alarmed." 

M2 « Alas! 



I 
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<c Alas ! He is gone to a place 
" from whence there is no return $ 

u — anfwered the old man. — Re- 
<f verend father ! You mifunder- 
• €f flood me. My fon Jeronymo 
? is dead.—" 

€( Perhaps he only fears to ap- 
*' pear in this company ; — replied 
t€ the Monk. — Who knows how 
" your fon Jeronymo may be fitii- 
<c ated? Lethimnowhearthe voice 
" which he heard the laft. Defire 

€C yourfon Lorenzo to call hirri. — ** 

" What does he mean i 

cc whifpered the company one to 

* c another. Lorenzo changed 

cc colour. 
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€< colour. My own hair began 
" to ftand on my head." 

" In the mean time the Monk 
<c approached a fideboard. He 
" took a glafs of wine and bring- 
* c ing it to his lips — To the me- 
cc mory of our dear Jeronymo ! — 
<c faid he. — Every one who. loved 
" the deceafed will follow my 
<s example. — " 

cc Where ever you come from, 
<c reverend father !•— exclaimed 
u the old Marquis — -You have 
€€ pronounced a dearly beloved 
* c name, and you are welcome 

<c here;-— 
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<c here; — then turning to us he 
cc offered us full glaffes. — Come, 

my friends ! Let us not be fur- 
pafled by a ftranger. The 
memory of my fon Jeronymo !— '* 



€€ 
££ 
CC 



" Never, I believe, was any 
Cf toaft lefs heartily received." 

" There is one glafs left^ — 
ce faid the Marquis. — Why does. 
Ci my fon Lorenzo refufe to pay 
" this friendly tribute ?---" 

<f Lorenzo trembling, received 
cc the glafs from the hands of the 
" Monk; tremblingly he put it 

" to his lips.— 'My dearly beloved 

" brother 
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<c brother Jeronymo! — he hcfi- 
<c tatingly pronounced, and feized 
<c with horror he replaced the 
<c glafs unemptied." 

" This is the voice of my mur- 
<c derer !•— exclaimed a terrible 
<c figure which appeared inftanta- 
cc neoufly in the midft of us, co- 
" vered with blood, and disfi- 
cc guj|ed with horrible wounds." 

cc But afk nothing further from 
<c me/' added the Sicilian with 

every fymptom of horror in his 
countenance. " I lolt my fenfes 
<f the moment I looked at this ap- 
u parition. The fame happened 

<€ to 
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c < to every one prefent. "When 

4€ we recovered, the Monk and 
<€ the ghoft had difappeared. 
€€ Lorenzo was in the agonies 
<c of death. He was carried 
* c to bed in the moft dreadful 
<c convulfions. No perfon attend- 

<c ed him but his Confeflbr and 
" the forrowful old Marquis* in 
<f whofe prfcfence he expired.— 
cc The Marquis died a few^eks 
" after him. Lorenzo's fecret is 
" concealed in the bofom of the 
" Prieft, who received his laft 
cc confeffion ; no perfon ever learnt 
> c< what it was/' 



«*c 



Soon 
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' ** Soon after this event, a well 
"•* was cleaned in the farm yard of 
" the Marquis's villa. Ithadbeen 
" difufed many years, and was al- 
" moft clofed up by ihrubs and 
" old trees. Afkelcton was found 
" among the rubbifh. The houfe, 
" where this happened, is now no 
" more; the family del M. . . . is 
" extinct, and Antonia's tomb 
" may be feen in a Convent not 
■ *' far from Salerno." 



Terror and aftonifhment kept 

! us filent. " You fee," continued 

t. the Sicilian, " You fee how my 

<( acquaintance 
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cc acquaintance with this Ruffian 
" officer, Arminian, or Francifcan 
<c Friar has originated. Judge 
cc whether I had not caufe to 
" tremble at the fight of a being, 
" who has twice placed himfelf in 
<c my way in a manner fo terrible." 

cc I beg you will anfwer me 

cc one queftion more," faid the 
Prince, rifing from his feat $— 
cc Have you been always fincere 
cc in your account of the Cbe- 
« vtlier?" 

" Yes, my Prince; to the beflr 
cc of my knowledge."—— 



cr 



You 
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<f You xeally believed him to- 
Cf be an honeft man ?" 

" I did 5 by Heaven ! I be- 
u lieved him to be an honeft 
cc man."*— - 

" Even at the time that he 
" gave you the ring ?" 

* 

c< How ! He gave me no ring. 

" I did not fay that he gave me 
cc the ring." 

" Very well !" faid the Prince, 
pulling the bell, and preparing to 
depart. " And you believe/' (go- 
ing back to the prifoner) " that 

"the 
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€C the ghoft of the Marquis dt 
<c Lanoy, which the Ruffian officer 
<c introduced after your apparition, 
cc was a real ghoft ?" — 



cc I cannot think othcrwife. 



jj 



cc 



Let us go !" faid the Prince, 
addreffing himfelf to us. The 

Jailor came in. " We have done; 
laid the Prince to him. cc As for 
<c you," turning to the prifoner, 

you fhall hear farther from 

me. 



<c 



<c » 



" I am tempted to afk your 
* c Highnefs the laft queftion you 
" propofed to the Conjurer ;" 

faid 
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faid I to the Prince, when wc 

were alone. " Do you believe 
" the fccond ghoft to have been a. 

" real one ?"— 

1 
" I! believe it? No* not 

Cl now, mod affuredly." — 

c< Not now ? Then you have 
once believed it."-— 



ct 



cc I confefs I was tempted for 
cc a moment to believe it to 
" have been fomething more 
" than the contrivance of a jug- 

« gler."— . 

« And 



i 



fc 
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" And I could wifh to fee the 
cc man, who under fimilar cir- 
fC cumftances would not have 
<f formed the fame fuppofition. 
<c But what reafons have you for 
* € altering your opinion ? What 
4i the prifoner has related of the 
" Arminian ought to increafe, 
** rather than diminifh your belief 
<c in his fupernatural powers/' — 

" What this wretch has related 
cc of him," faid the Prince, inter- 
rupting me very gravely. " I 

hope" continued he, *• you have 

not now any doubt that we have 
" had to do with a villain." — 






<<f 



No* 
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" No; but muft his evidence 
" on that account "— 

" The evidence of a villain! 
'«« Suppofe I had no other reafon 
" for doubt, the evidence of fuch 
" a perfon can be of no weight 
" againft common fenfe, and ef- 
■ €€ tablifhed truth. Does a man 
iC who has already deceived me 
" feveral times, and whofe trade 
i€ it is to deceive, does he deferve 
" to be heard in a caufe, in which 
H€ the unfupported teftimony of 
<c even the moll fincere adherent 
" to truth could not be received ? 
<c Ought we to believe a man 
€C who perhaps never once » fpoke 

* c truth 
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* c truth for its own fake? Does 
" fuch a man deferve credit, when 
" he appears as evidence againft 
<c human reafon, and the eternal 
" laws of nature ? Would it not 
" be as abfurd as to admit the ' 
" accufation of a perfon notoriouf- 
" Jy infamous, againlt unblemifh- 

iC ed and reproachlefs inno~ 
" cence ?" — 

" But what motives could he 
€t have for giving fo great a cha- 
cc rader to a man whom he has fo 
" many reafons to hate ?"— 



" I am not to conclude that he 
<c can have no motives for doing 
f< this, becaufe I am unable to 

* c comprehend 
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" comprehended them. Do I 
" know who has bribed him to 
" deceive me ? I confefs I can- 
« not penetrate the whole con- 
cc texture of his plan ; but he has 
" certainly done a material injury 
" to the caufe he contends for, by 
cc (hewing himfelf at leaft an im- 
" poftor, and perhaps fomething 
" worfe."— 

" The circumttancepf the ring, 
cf I allow, appears fulpicious." — 

" It is more than fufpiciousj it 
c< is decifive. He received this 
" ring from the murderer, and at 
u the moment he received it, he 

N « mull 
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ic muft have been certain that it 
" was from the murderer. Who 
" but the affaffin could have taken 
" from Jeronymo's finger a ring, 
" which he undoubtedly never was 

<c without ? Throughout the 

" whole of his narration the Sici- 

" lian has laboured to perfuade 
t€ us, that while he was endeavour- 
" ing to deceive Lorenzo, Lo- 
Cf renzo was in reality deceiving 
" him. Would he have had re- 

" courfe to this fubterfuge, if he 
•• had not been fenfible that he 

cc fhould lofe much in our confi- 
cf dence, by confeffing himfelf an 

w accomplice with the affaffin ? 
tc The whole ftory is vifibly no- 

" thing ' 



* 
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" thing but a feries of impoftures, 
<c invented merely to conned the 
<f few truths he has thought pro- 
" per to give us. Ought I then, 
Cf to hefitate in difbelieving the 
<f eleventh affertion of a perfon 
" who has already deceived me 
" ten times, rather than admit a 
" violation of the fundamental 
" laws of nature, which I have 
u ever found in the moft perfect 
" harmony*" — 

" I have nothing to reply to 
" all this, — but the apparition we 
" faw is to me not the lefs incom- 

prehenfiblc."— — 

N 2 •« It 



«( 
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u It is alfo incomprehenfrble to 
" me, although I have been 
u tempted to find a key to it." 



" How ? 



99 



"Do not you recoiled, that the 
" fecond apparition, as foon as 
€€ he entered, walked dire&ly up 
<e to the altar, took the crucifix 
cc in his hand, and placed himfeff 
" upon the carpet ?"— 

te It appeared fo to me." 

" And this crucifix, according 
" to the Sicilian's confeffion, was 
<f a conductor. You fee that the 
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" apparition haftened to make 

" himfclf eledtrical. Thus the 

<c blow which Lord Seymour 

" ftruck him with his fworcj muft 

" of rieceflity be ineflfe&ualj the 

" ele&ric ftroke difabled his 

« arm." 

" This is true with refped to 
" the fword. But the piftol fired 
" by the Sicilian, the ball of which 
u rolled flowly upon the altar ?" — 

cc Are you convinced that this 
lx was the lame ball which was 
9' fired from the piftol ? Not to 
" mention that the puppet, or the 

" man who reprefented the gboft* 

" may 
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" may have been fo well accout- 
" red as to be invulnerable by 
<c fwords or bullets $ but confidec 
" who had loaded the piftols."— 

" True/' faid I, and a fudden 
light darted into my mind ; <c The 
<c Ruffian officer had loaded them, 
** but it was in our prefence. — 
c< How could he have deceived 



« us ?"- 



Cf Why fhould he not have 
*< deceived us ? Did you fufpedt 
f* him fufficiently toobferve him? 

fC Did you examine the ball, be- 

" fore it was put into the piftoi ? 

** U may have been one of quick - 

* c filver 



* 
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ci filver or clay. Did you take 
u notice whether the Ruffian of- 
cc ficer really put it into the bar- 

" rel, or dropped it into his other 
<c hand ? But fuppofing that he 
4C aftually loaded thepiftols, what 

<c is to convince you that he did 
* c not leave them behind him and 

<f take fome unloaded ones into 
t€ the room where the ghoft ap- 
u peared ? He might very eafily 
" have exchanged them while we 
"" were undreffing. Noperfon 
cl ever thought of noticing him in 
Ci particular. Jt is betides very 
" poflible that the figure, at the 
€€ moment when we were pre- 
4C vented from feeing it by the 

" fmoke 
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" fmoke of the piftol, might have 
" dropped another ball on the 
<c altar. — Which of thefe conjec- 
Cf turs is impoflibie. ?"■ 

" You are right, my Prince. 
" But that ftriking refemblance 
" to your deceafed friend ! I 
€t have often feen him with you, 
and I immediately recognized 
him in the apparition." — 






" I did the fame, and I muft 
cc confefs the illufion was com- 
u plete. But as the Juggler, from 
" a few fecret glances at the fnuff- 
" box, was able to give to his 
€f apparition fuch a likenefs as 

" deceived 



i 
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•* deceived us both ; what was to 
" prevent the Ruffian officer, who 
<f had ufed the box during the 
whole time of fupper, who had 

liberty to obferve the pifture un- 
" noticed, and to whom»I haddif- 
" covered jn confidence the per- 
<f fon it reprefented, what was to 
" prevent him from doing the 
• c fame ? Add to this what has 
" been before obferved. by the 
Sicilian, that the prominent 
features of the Marquis were fo 
ftrikingas to be eafily imitated; 

" what now remains to be ex- 
C( plained refpe&ing the fecond 

• « The 
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" The words he uttered, the 
<c information he gave you about 
<€ your friend." 



cc What ? Did not the Juggler 
" allure us, that from the little 

«« which he had learnt from me, 
c< he had competed a fimilar ftory ? 
cc Docs not this prove that thb 
tc invention was obvious and na- 
* c tural ? Befides, the anfwers of 
cc the ghoft, like thofe of an ora- 
€f cle, were fo obfeure, that he 
cc was in no danger of being de- 
" tefted in a falfehood. If the 

cc man who perfonated the ghoft 
" poffefied fagacity and prefenceof 

* 4 mind> and knew ever fo little 

" of 




-«4 
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* f of the affair on which he was 
" confulted, to what length might 
" not he have carried the de- 
" ception ? 

" Pray confider, my Prince, how 
" much preparation fuch a com- 
" plicated artifice would have re- 
quired from the Arminianj what 
t€ a time it requires to paint a face 
4< with fufficient exaftnefs ; what 
c< a time would have been requi- 
fite to inftru& the pretended 
ghoft, fo as to guard him againft 
* c grofs errors ; what a degree of 

€C minute attention to regulate 
" every attendant or adventitious 

** circumftancc which might be 

« ufeful 



« 
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" ufeful or detrimental! And re* 
•* member, that the Ruffian officer 
cc was abfent but half an hour* Was 
" that (hort fpace fufficient to 
<f make even fuch arrangements 
" as were indifpenfible ? Surely 
" not, my Prince. EvenaDrama- 

u tic writer, who has the leaft de- 
" fire to prefervc the three terrible 

" unities of Ariftotle, durft not 
" venture to load the interval be- 
" tween one a£t and another, with 
* c fuch a variety of a£lion, or to 
fuppofe in his audience fuch. a 
c facility of belief. 



c 



" What ? You think it abfo- 
<; lutely impoflible that every ne- 

" ceflary 
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€ < ceffary preparation fliotild have 

ic been made in the fpace of half 
cc an hour ?"■ 

" Indeed, I look upon it as 
4€ almoft impoflible."— 

" I do not underftand this ex- 
<f preflion. Does it militate a- 

* c gainft the laws of time and 
* € fpace, or of matter and motion, 
" that a man fo ingenious and 
fo expert as this Arminian 
mutt neceflarily be, aflifted by 
agents whofe dexterity and a- 
4e cutenefs are probably not infe- 
4€ rior to his own -, provided with 
* c -fuch means and inftruments as 



€€ 

Cf 
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" a man of this profeffion is never 
fC without i is k impoflible that 
* { fuch a man, favoured by ftrch 
<c circumftances, (hould effect fo 
" much in fo fhort a time ? Is it 
cc abfurd to fuppofe, that by a very 
<f fmall number of words or figna, 

" he can convey to his affiftants- 
<4 very extenfive commiflions and 
cc direA very complex operations ? 
ci — Nothingought to be admitted 
u againft the eftablifhed laws of 
" nature, unlefs it is fomething 
<f with which thefe laws are ab- 
" folutely incompatible. Would 
cc you rather give credit to a mi- 

* racle, than admit an improba- 

* bility ? Would you folve a 

" difficulty 
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« difficulty rather by overturning 
M the powers of nature than by 
f * believing an artful and uticom* 
" mon combination of them ?"— 



" Though th« fa<5t will not 
" juftify a conclufion fuch as you 
" have condemned, you mull 
€f however grant that it is far bc- 
u yond our conception."-—* 

c# I am almoft tempted to dif- 

" pute even this/' faid the Prince, 
with a farcaftic fmile. " What 

" would you fay, my dear Count, 
" if it fhould be proved, for in- 
cf fiance, that the operations of 
" the Arminian were prepared 

cc and 
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<c and carried on, not only during 
" the half hour that he was abfent 
cf from us; not only in hafte and 
" incidentally, but during the 
cc whole evening and the whole 
" night ? You recoiled that the 
cf Sicilian employed nearly three 
cc hours in preparation."—— 

" The Sicilian ? Yes, my 
« Prince." 

" And how will you convince 
<c me that this Juggler had not as 
<c much concern in the feconct 
<€ apparition as in the firft ?" 

" How, my Prince." 



cr 



That 
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,cc That he was not the prin- 
" cipal afliftant of the Armfnian? 
* f In a word, how will you con- 
4C vince me that they did not 
cc co-operate ?" 

" It would be a difficult taflc to 
" prove that they did;" exclaimed 
J, with no little furprife. 

<f Not To difficult, my dear 
cc Count, as you imagine. "What ! 
<c Could it have happened by mere 
<c chance that thefe two men 
<c (hould form a defign fo extra- 
cf ordinary and lb complicate up- 
" on the fame perfon, at the fame 
*< time, and in the fame placet 

O " Could 
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cc Could mere chance have pro*- 
€€ duced fuch an exaft harmonjr 
49 between their operations, that 
ff one of them (hould appear 
" as if fubfervient to the 
cc other ? Suppofe the Arminian 
€C has intended to heighten the 
<c effeft of his deception, by intro- 
" ducing it after a lefs refined 
" one ; that he has created a 
cc Heftor to make himfeif an 

" Achilles. Suppofe he has done 
<f all this to fee what degree of 
" credulity he (hould find in me; 
" to examine the avenues to my 
<c confidence ; to familiarife him- 

c< felf with his fubjeft by an at- 

" tempt 
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" tempt that might have mif- 
u carried without any prejudice to 
u his plan ; in a word, to try the 
cc inftrument on which he intendeid 

" to play, Suppofe he has done 
" this with a defign to draw my 

" attention on himfelf, in order 
" to divert it from another objett 
" more important to his defigri. 
" Laftly, fuppofe he wifhes to have 
" imputed to the Juggler, fomte 
" indireft methods of information. 
" which himfelf has had occafioh. 
" topraaife." 



<c What do you mean ? J, « 



" Let 

O 2 






tc 

4C 
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" It is poffible that he may have 
bribed fome of my fervants, 

to give him fome fecr^t in- 
telligence, or perhaps fome pa- 
pers which may ferve his pur- 

" pofe. One of my domefticks 
<c has abfconded. What reafon 

' cc have I to think that the Armi- 
<c nian is not concerned. in his 
leaving me? Such a connection, 
however, if it exifis, may be ac- 
cidentally difcovered; a letter 
may be intercepted ; a fervant, 
who is in the fecret, may betray 

" his truft. Now all the confe- 

cc qoenceof the Arminian is def- 

fK royed, if I detedt the fource of 

: * € M$ omnifcience. He therefore 

" .introduces 



cc 
.cc 
.cc 

cc 
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cc introduces this Juggler,whomuft 

" be fuppofed to have the fame or 

• " fome other defign upon me; 

" He takes care to give me ear- 

" ly notice of him, and his 
•'intentions, fo that whatever I* 
" may hereafter difcover, my fuf-' 
<c picions mud neceffarily reft up- 
Cf on the Sicilian. This is the 
cc puppet with which he amufcs 

" me, whilft he himfelf,.unobfer- 
<c ved and unfufpe&ed, is entan- 
"'glirigme in invifible fnarcs.' — - 

cc We will allow this. But is 

€X ' it confident with the Arminian's 
" plan, that he himfelf fliould dc- 

" ftroy the illufion which he has* 

" created, , 
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€€ created, and difclofe the myf- 

€< teries of his fciencc to the eyes 
" of the profane ?"— — 

cc What myfteries does he dif- 
cc clofe ? None, forely, which he 
€C intends to pra£lifc on me. He 
" therefore lofes nothing by the 
cc difcovery. But on the other 
" hand, what an advantage will 
he gain, if this pretended vic- 
tory over juggling and decep- 

<f tion, fhould render me fecure 

" and unfufpefting; if he fucceeds 
€t in diverting my attention from 
cf the right quarter than him- 
€€ felf, and in fixing my wavering 
* Cf fufpicions on an objeft the moft 

"remote 



cc 
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** remote from the real one! 

* c If at any time, ekher from my 

own doubts, or at the ftiggef- 

tion of another, I Should be 

tempted to feek in the occult 
fciences for a key to his myfte- 

rious wonders, how could he 
better provide againft fuch an 
enquiry, than by contrafting 
his prodigies with the tricks of 
the Juggler ? — By confining the 
latter within artificial limits, 
and by delivering, as ^ were, 
into my hands a fcale by which 
to appreciate them, he naturally 
exalts and perplexes my ideas 

of the former. How many fuf- 
picions he precludes by this 



" Tingle 



t 



cc 
cc 
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<c fingle contrivance! How many 
" methods of accounting for hi9 
miracles, which might after- 

wards have occurred to me, he 
<c refutes beforehand V 9 — 

c4 But in expofing fuch a finifhed 
" deception, he has very much 
<c counteradted his own intereft, 
€ * both by quickening the pene- 
" tration of thofe whom he meant 
€€ to impofe upon, and. by dag- 
gering their belief of miracles in 
general* If he had fuch a plan, 
your Highnefs's felf is the beft 

" proof of ks infufficiency.— " 

" Perhaps he has beenmiftaken 
■* c in refpeft to myfelf; but his 

" con- 



cc 

cc 

<C 
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cx cenclufions have neverthelefs 
" been well founded. Could he 
" forefee that I fhould exaftly 
notice the very circumftance 
which expofes the whole arti- 

" fice ?. Was it in his plan> 
" that the creature he employed 
" fhould be £j communicative ? 
Cf Are we certain that the Si* 
" cilian has not far exceeded 
€f his commiffion ? He has un^. 
" doubtedly done fo with refpett 
" to the ring, and yet it is chiefly 
cc * this fingle circumftance which 
Cf determined my diftrult in him. 

i€ A plan, whofe contexture is fo 

" artful and refined, is eafily 
cc fpoiled in the execution by an 

" aukward 
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* € aukward inftrument. It-cer- 
*' tainly was «ot the Arrmnian's 
* c intention, that the Juggler 
<€ lhould fpeak to us m the ftyie of 
* c a mountebank, that he fhould 
** endeavour to impofe upon us 
" fuch fables a$ are too grofs to 
« bear the leaft iffle&'ioa* For 

* c inftance, with what countenance 
*' could this impoftor affirm, that 
* c the miraculous being he fpoke 
" of, renounces all commerce with 
cc mankind at twelve in the night ? 
€e Did not we fee him among us 
4t at that very hour ? " 



cc That is true. He muft have 
" forgot it."—? l 



* c People 




xc 
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" People of this defcription 
naturally ovfcraft their parts, 
and by exceeding every limit of 
credibility mar the effefts which 

a well managed deception is 
<r calculated to produce."—- 

u I cannot, however, yet pre- 

• <c vail on pnyfelf to look upon the 

cc whole as a mere contrivance of 

" art. What! the Sicilian's ter- 

fc cc ror ; his convulfive fits ; his 

m * 4 fwoon; the deplorable fituatiort 
c< in which we faw him, and which 
" was even fuch as to move our 

~ tc pity ; were all thefc nothing 
<c more than the mimickry of an 

-« actor? 1 allow that a fkilfui 

•" per- 



" ,A. ' 
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<c performer may carry imitation 
cc to a very high pitch, but he 
" certainly has no power over the 
cc organs of life."— 

" As for that, my friend, I* 
Ci have feen Richard the Ibird by 
" Garrick. But were we at that 
" moment fufficienrlv cool to be 
" capable of obferving difpaffion- 
c< ately ? Could we judge of the 

cc emotion of the Sicilian,: when 
" we were almoft overcome by our- 
" own? Befides, thedecifivecrifis- 

" even of a deception is fo mo- 
" mentous to the deceiver him* 

{t felf, that exceflive anxiety may 
" produce in him fymptoms as 

"violent.; 
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" violent as thofc which furprife 
cc excites in the deceived. Add 
<c to this the unexpected entrance 
" of the watch." — • 

ff I am glad you mention that, 
cc my Prince, would the Arminian 
*• have ventured to difcover fuch 
cc an infamous fcheme to the eye 
<c of juftice; to expofe the fide- 
cc lity of his creature to fuch a 
,€ dangerous teft ? And for what 
cc purpofe ?"— • 

" Leave that matter to him, 
cc he is no doubt acquainted with 
" the people he employs. Do* we 
*• know what fecret crimes may 

cc have *• 
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" have fecured him the difcretion 
■** of this man ? You have been 
" informed of the office he holds 
" at Venice; what difficulty will 
€€ he find in faving a man, of 
" whom himfelf is the only ac- 
€€ cufer ?"— 

[This fuggeftion of the Prince 
was but too well juftificd by the 
event. For, fome days after, 
on enquiring after the prifoner, 
we were told that he had efcaped, . 
and had not fince been heard 
Of/] 

" You afk what could be his 

" motives for delivering this man 

<c into 
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H into the hands of juftice ?" con- 
tinued the Prince. " By what 

cc other method, except this vio- 

Ci lent one,, could he have wretted 

* € from the Sicilian fuch an infa- 

" mou3 and improbable confef- 
" fion, which, however, was mate- 

" rial to the fuccefs of his plan ?. 
u Who but a man, whofc cafe is* 
c< defperate, and who has nothing 
u to lofc, would confent to givt 
" fo humiliating an account of 
cc himfelf? Under what other 
<c circumftances than fuch as thefe 

" could we have believed fuch a 
" confeffion ? 

u I 
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€€ I grant all this, my Prince* 
<c The two apparitions were mere 
cc contrivances of art. The Si- 
* c cilian has impofed upon us a 
" tale which the Arminian his 
" matter had previoufly taught 
€t him. The efforts of both have 

<c been directed to the fame end, 
cc and from this mutual intelli- 
<c gence all the wonderful incidents 
cc which have aftoniflied us in this 
" adventure may be eafily ex- 
" plained. But the prophecy of 
" the fquare of St. Mark, that 
€t firft miracle, which, as it were, 
* c opened the door to all the reft, 
<c remains ftill unexplained; and 
xc vof what ufe is the key to all his 

" other 



% 
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u other wonders, if we defpair of 
" refolring this finglc one ?"-*- 

<c Rather invert the propofition, 
'* my dear Count, and fay, what* 
do all thefe wonders prove, if I 
4 can demonftratcthat a finglc one 
among them is a manifeft de- 
ception ? The predi&ion, I- 
" own, is above my conception. 
<c If it ftood alone j if the Ar- 

cc minian had clofed the fcenc 
" with it, I confefs 1 do not 
u know how far I might have 

" been carried. But in the 
" bafe alloy with which it 
" is mixed, it is certainly fufpi- 
"cious* Time may explain, or 

E "■ not 
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<f not explain it j but believe me, 

" my friend !" added the Prince, 

taking my hand, with a grave 

countenance. c< A man, who 

" can command fupernatural pow- 

" ers, has no occafion to employ 

" the arts of a juggler i he defpifes 
" them." 



Thus, fays Count O # . . . ended 
a converfation, which I have re- 
lated intire; becaufe it ihews the 
difficulties which were to be over- 
come, before the Prince could be 
effectually impofed upon. I hope 
it may free his memory fronfi 
the imputation of having bliadly 

and 
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and inconfiderately thrown him- 

felf into a fnare, which was fprcad 

for his definition by the mod 
unheard of, and diabolical wick- 

ednefs. Not all thofe, who at the 
moment I am writing this are, per- 
haps, fmiling con temptuoufly at the 
Prince's credulity -, not all thofe, 
who in the fancied fuperiority 
of their own underitandings, 
think themfelves entitled to 
condemn him; not all thofe, 1 
apprehend, would have refill- 
ed this firft attempt with fo 

much firmnefs. If afterwards, 
•notwithftanding this happy pre- 
.pofleffion, we witnefs his down- 
fall i if we fee that the black de- 

P 2 figa 
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fign, againft which, at it* verjr 
opening, he was thus provider 
tially warned, is finally fucccfsful* 
we are not fo much inclined to* 
ridicule his wcaknefsr, as to be 
aftoniflied at the infamous inge- 
nuity of st plot, which could fc- 
duce an understanding fo admira- 
bly prepared. Confutations of 
intereft have no influence in my 

teftimony. He, who alone would 
be thankful for it, is now no- 

more. His dreadful deftiny is 
accomplifhcd. His foul has long 
fince been purified before the 
throne of truth, where mine muft 
Hkcwife lhortly appear. But for 
the fakfc of juftice, — and I liopte 

the 
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Mfche involuntary tear, which now 
flows at the remembrance of"my 
friend, will be pardoned,— -for the 
fake of juftice I now declare it : 
-He was a generous man, and would 
have been an ornament to the 
throne; which, feduced by the 
molt infernal artifices, he at- 
tempted to afcend, by the com- 
miflion of a crime. 



THE tranflator of this Frag- 
ment, which ends with the above 

reflections of Count O in 

order to remove the uncertainty 
in which the reader is left, as to 

the 
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the conclufion of thefe extraordi- 
nary adventures, and particularly 
with a view to explain fome ailu- 
fions in the concluding paragraph, 
has thought it neceffary to fub- 
join a few particulars, in addition 
to what appears in the originaL 

IhtGbojl-Seer was firft publifhed 
in a German periodical work of the 
name of Thalia, in detached parts. 
It appeared at a time when the 
feft of the Illuminated, as it is cal- 
led, was beginning to extend itfelf 

very rapidly in Germany. Thefe 
people, it is well known, were 
accuftomed to feduce the ignorant 

and the fuperftitious, by extrava- 
gant 
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gant and incredible tales of fuper- 

natural powers and appearances. 

This ftory being calculated in 
fome meafure, to expofe thefe mu 

raculous accounts would, of courfe, 
be received with avidity •> the edi- 
tor was therefore induced to pub- 
lifh the mod interefting part in a 
fmall volume by itfelf •, and it is 
frorafuch a feparate edition that 

the prefent tranflation has been, 
made. 

The conclufion of thefe adven- 
tures is related, though very im- 
perfe&ly, in the periodical work 
above-mentioned. It is princi- 
pally to be gathered from a very 
long correfpondence between the 

Prince 
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Prince and Count O . . . . . chiefly 
on metaphyfical fubjeds. Thcfc 
letters are very voluminous, and 
as the translator has not feen them 
for feveral years, the annexed ac- 
count muft of courfe be very im- 
perfeft, as it is written entirely 
from recollection. 

It appears, however, from the 

fequel, that the perfon fo often 

-mentioned in the preceding work, 

under the name of the Artninian* 

was a Roman Catholic prieft. la 

his attempts upon the Prince, he 
afted under the influence and di- 
redion of the Holy Inquifition. 

The defign of this venerable and 

en- 



\ 
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enlightened body was to gain him 
over to the Catholic religion, in 
order to make him at fotae future 
period, the inftrumcnt of diflemi- 

nating it among his fubje&s. 
Among the unaccountable absur- 
dities in human nature it may be 
remarked, that the zeal for mak- 
ing profelytes will frequently urge 
men to the commiflion of a£ts, 
which arc dire&ly inconfiftent 

with thedo&rines-they are labour- 
ing to propagate. 

To the pretended Arminian, as 
a man of uncommon talents and 
of extraordinary art, was intruftcd 

the conduit of -this important 

ewer- 
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enterprize. In executing a pro- 
ject fo glorious for the Church, 
no means were to be accounted 

criminal, and he was therefore left, 
to his own difcretion. He begaa 

by fecretly ftudying the Prince's, 
character. A German fervant be-, 
longing to the latter, who had 
difappeared in a very unaccounta- 
ble manner, as mentioned in. the 
beginning of thefe adventures, 
was, in this refpeft, of great ufe to 
him. This man, it was fuppofed* 
had been enticed from the iervice 
of his rnafter; by the Arminian, as 
he was afterwards difcoveied in a 
convent in the Giudecca, into which 
he had entered as a convert. 

From 
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From his communications the 
Arminian foon learned, that the 
mind of the Prince was particularly 
accefiible to fuch ideas as were 
fuggefted by any thing extraordi- 
nary or mylterious. In this quar- 
ter therefore he determined to af- 

fail him. The Sicilian, who was 
known to be uncommonly expert 

in the arts of juggling and leger- 
demain, was employed as his af- 
fiftant. By their joint contrivances 
all the pretended miracles, related 
in the firft part of this volume., were 
fucceflively produced. The ad.- 
venture of the fecond apparition 
was managed nearly according to 
the Prince's conjectures. The 

ghoft 
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ghoft itfclf was a living pcrfon 
^properly equipped, and the whole 
<tranfa&ion was a mert deception. 

The reader will recolkft the 
account which was given of the 
perfon whom the Prince engaged 
as fucceflbr to the fervant who had 
left him. This man was alfo an 

agent of the Arminian's. He had 
contrived by fome method, which 
does not appear, to procure a re- 
commendation tothe Prince's ban- 
ker, and by that means to the Prince 
himfelf. The latter foon perceived 
that his new fervant pofleffed fuch 
talents and qualities as are very 
feldom found in a perfon in his 

fituatiorn 



* 
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Ctuation, and in a ftiort time he 
became greatly attached to him. 
The man on his part was not idle ;. 
he loft no opportunity of infinua- 
ting himfelf into thePrince's favour, 
hi which he at laft fucceeded fo ef- 
fe&ujrily, chat he became his fole* 
confident and gained an entire af- 
cendancy over him* Count O-. . . . 
in the meantime, who- was the 
onlyperfon to whofe judgment the 

Prince paid any deference, de- 
parted for CourlancL The Ar- 
minian and his colleague then be- 
gan to a£t more openly. They 
perceived however that, in order 
to complete the fedudtion of the 
Prince, it would be neceflary to 

call 
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call in the aid of female attra&ions. 
The principles of the perfon they 
had to deal with were not eafily 
fhaken. He had been early in- 
fpired with the moft exalted no- 
tions of ftriit honour and fteady 

refolution, and nothing lefs than 
an entire fubverfion of his facul- 
ties, was fufficient to overturn 
them. His new confident go- 
verned him completely, but he 
could not blind him. The at- 
tachment of one man to another 

however ardent it may be, as it pro- 
duces nothing of that diforder of the 
fenfes, nothing of that delirium in 
the mind, which are the ordinary 
^ffc&s of love, cannot be fo eafily 

per- 
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perverted to the purpofes of de- 
ception. 

They therefore engaged the af- 
fiftance of a young woman of ex- 
quifite beauty, and of a cunning 
and addrefs not inferior to their 
own. Methods were next to be 

devifed to make the Prince fall 
defperately in love. The latter 
on this occafion was expefted to 
be fomcwhat untra&able. They 

knew his utter indifference to fe- 
male beauty, and that the mere 
^allurements of fenfe would fail to 

-conquer him. In his imagination, 
^equally vivid and vifionary, he 
♦was alone vulnerable. The young 

woman 
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woman was therefore exhibited to> 
his view under fuch circumftance* 
as were calculated to imprefs him. 
The firft time he fow her was in a 
fblitary chapel in the mid ft of *-. 
lequeftered grove. She was knee- 
ling at the foot of the altar in the 
attitude and attire of fome thing 
more than mortal* In that light 
(be appeared to the Prince. He 
was completely fafcinated. He re- 
turned home, and in the heat of 
his extafy and admiration, he re- 
lated to his confident what he had 
feen, and intreated hinvif poffible, : 
to find out this celcftial objt&. 

The taflc, it may be fuppofed, was 
not difficult,— difficuitiesjjiowcvcr, 

were 
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were pretended in order to enflame 
the Prince's paflion, which at 
length, irritated by delays and 
difappointments, became impetu- 
ous and ungovernable. It was 
then thought proper to gratify his 
wifhes. He was introduced to the 
objeft of his adoration. Loft and 

bewildered in a maze of pleafure, 
till then unknown to him, his 
paflion knew no bounds. He rc- 
figned himfelf intirely to its dic- 
tates, and every rational and manly 
fentiment was quickly forgotten. 

Enfnared in this manner by the 
united artifices of a woman and a 
prieft, the Prince was foon corn- 
er pletely 
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pleteiy perverted. He embraced 
the Catholic faith, and under the 
ridiculous pretence of gaining mil- 
lions of deluded Proteftants tot h e 
true Church, he was brought to 

content to the murder of the 
Prince who barred his afcent to 
the throne. The attempt how- 
ever did not fuccced, and the fame 
perfons who engaged him in the 
crime, inflifted his punifhment. 
To avoid the danger of a difco- 
very, they difpatched him by poi- 
fon y and he died in the bittereft 
agonies of contrition and remqrfe. 

FINIS. 
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